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High stake
There are situations, when we play a high stake. The true outcome of a given event or series of events often remains unknown long after these events has taken place. Sometimes, we have paid a high price for uncertain benefits, while our hopes and dreams may remain unfulfilled. We often expect much and do very much to achieve our goals, but even if we manage to make our dreams come true, it often turns out that we have not gained as much as we have expected to gain. On the other hand, we may also gain much more than we have ever dreamt of.
Xantros’ personal comment

The Dark Crusade…It was a campaign that every member of the Dark Jedi Brotherhood had been waiting for since it had been announced by the Grand Master, Muz Ashen. It had raised many hopes for glory, new planets and powerful artifacts. It had been seen as a chance to raise in the ranks of the Brotherhood and to shine like a star. But, it turned out to be…what?
It was definitely a good question. A question, which Xantros asked himself for so many times throughout the campaign. As the last ‘Chapter’ of the Dark Crusade started, he finally came to the conclusion, which seemed to be a complete view on the matter. Certainly, there was something more to discover about it, but he saw his conclusion as the most complete view on the matter with the information available to him. It was an answer, which satisfied him at the moment, though he would gladly learn truth in the details, which were only assumptions made by the Krath Priest, which were made on his knowledge.
Xantros was aware that he heavily affected by the Dark Crusade in a personal range. The most obvious difference he noticed was tiredness. The campaign lasted for almost whole year and each battle on ancient Sith worlds costed him more and more energy. If there were no brakes given by the Dark Council to allow the Dark Jedi and troops rest for a while, he would not be able to continue the fight. He would simply be too exhausted to think clearly and to act in a reasonable way. Though he was not a serial killer, he was aware of the need to get rid of enemies. They might pose threat to him and his own agenda, as well as to the Dark Jedi Brotherhood. Thus, he had never hesitated to kill hostile beings. However, the long campaign against the One Sith made him fed up with death. He saw so many dead bodies and killed so many living beings in so short time that it finally influenced his mental state. He was a Dark Jedi, but not a completely insensitive to the fate of other beings. He was simply fed up with constant fighting.
On the other hand, it was a chance for him. An opportunity to show off and to prove his loyalty, dedication and usefulness to the Iron Throne. He participated in almost every single battle, which House Scholae Palatinae had been sent to. He fought with bravery and skills, which allowed him to slay many enemies, despite not being a warrior, but a wise man. He was a puppeteer, not a murderer, after all. However, his dedication started to bring positive results for the Duro himself. Long and arduous campaign costed the Brotherhood lives of many members and leaders. Some of them were forced to leave the Brotherhood or betrayed it during the Crusade against the One Sith, when they were needed the most. Two weeks before starting the final assault on the ancient Sith worlds, new position had been created and Xantros had been appointed to serve on it, alongside his duties as the Aedile of House Scholae Palatinae. He was tasked with searching for gifted beings, who might join the ranks of the Dark Jedi Brotherhood and help their cause. The Duro counted that his merits during the campaign against the One Sith and his new duties would help him earn promotion to the rank of the Krath Archpriest, which he had desired very much, in order to gain new powers and learn more secrets of his Order.
However, the Dark Crusade had affected not only the Aedile of Scholae Palatinae, but whole Imperial House too. They had suffered many casualties, as all other units of the Dark Jedi Brotherhood, while conquering only one planet for their own purposes. It was nothing, when compared to Clan Arcona or House Taldryan, which conquered four planets for their dominions so far. On the other hand, it was still better than House Tarentum or House Odan-Urr, which turned out to be not strong enough to secure any new territories. Korriz was definitely a strengthening for the House, as it might serve as the base of operations in that sector, as well as a site for experiments or holding captives. The main disadvantage was the neighbourhood of other major units of the Dark Jedi Brotherhood. The conflict between them seemed to be inevitable, as soon as they would resupply their fleets and armies and gather new forces. Who might know how would it affect the Imperial House? Would it become stronger and expand its territories or would it be shattered by the strike of an enemy? The Summit of the Imperial House had their own plans for the future after the final ‘chapter’ of the Dark Crusade. Would they be able to be successful in their quest to push their House to its rightful glory and position in the Brotherhood? Overall victory in the Dark Crusade would definitely strengthen their position, but it was no longer possible. Arcona, Plagueis and Taldryan had proven themselves to be more valuable for the Iron Throne and it was too late to change it, but still the Dark Crusade allowed House Scholae Palatinae to make a good impression. It was definitely a good sign, despite the loss of few key members of the unit. Claiming Korriz was a springboard for the Imperial House and its Summit wished to make good use of it in the upcoming months. It meant a lot of work to adjust the planet to their own needs, but it was definitely worth giving it a try.
It was also obvious that whole Dark Jedi Brotherhood had been affected by the Dark Crusade. The organization itself expanded it territory by conquering all sacred planets of the ancient Sith. It was an extremely important success, which was going to positively affect the position of the Brotherhood among other Dark Side cults and organizations. It had strong morale and propaganda effect, which was going to allow to recruit more and more Force-sensitive beings, who might be more willing to join our ranks, if they had the opportunity to study the mysteries of the Force and the Dark Side on sacred worlds of the ancient Sith. Other organizations might more willing to ally with us for the sake of their own survival and growth. On the other hand, it was rather a hope than a guaranteed benefit. The fact was that the Brotherhood lost many of its members and leaders. It was particularly visible in case of Clan Naga Sadow, which lost its leaders and almost half of their numbers. The Dark Council imposed six months probation term during which Naga Sadow had to rebuild its ranks or be reduced to the status of just another Independent House, despite being just one of two Houses, which had been previously raised to the status of a Clan. The situation of that Clan was the best insight into what was happening with whole Brotherhood. All of us paid a price for the unsatisfied desire of conquest, which had made the Dark Council to throw all our forces into the long and exhausting war against the One Sith. The supply lines were very long and such situation exposed us to the risk of a counter attack from the One Sith or a surprise attack from a hostile third party, which not necessarily must be allied with our current enemies.
Still, if we managed to defend our new territories, it would be a great benefit for us, not only in the matters of prestige among the followers of the Dark Side. The ancient Sith worlds might serve as base of operations, prison worlds, research facilities and so on. They would be utilized both by the members of units, which would rule this planet, and by the members of the Dark Council, who might conduct their own mysterious studies. In that why, these planets would serve all members of the Dark Jedi Brotherhood. New Force powers, new types of poisons, toxins and other tools of silent killing, new schematics of weapons and vehicles, new forms of ubersoldiers. Every of these things could strengthen the Brotherhood only because of new opportunities provided by conquering more planets, which had very special meaning for all the true Dark Jedi.
His thoughts about the possible outcome of the Dark Crusade, brought Xantros to a conclusion about the reasons, which were behind the decision of the Dark Council to start the war against the One Sith. He could think about at least five reasons of such move, which was extremely dangerous. All of them seemed to be equally reasonable and equally probable. It was very difficult to determine, if just one of them caused the Dark Council to start the Dark Crusade or if it was a combination of two or more of them.

Definitely, the Dark Jedi Brotherhood was in dire need of conquering new territories. The campaign against the One Sith was an excellent opportunity to expand our dominion by the cost of another faction of the Dark Side followers. Victories against the One Sith improved our own position and weakened the position of our enemies. Fighting against each other, apparently possible allies against the common enemy, might sound like madness. However, there may be only one organization of the Dark Side followers ruling all Dark Jedi. Each of the Dark Side cult or sect had their own view on the Dark Side and they differed too much to make it possible to unite them under one banner for the eternity. By defeating the One Sith on so many planets, we make ourselves stronger and we make them weaker. It is not just another war. It is another step to ensure that the Final Way is not threatened by heretics, who might damage our cause with their false teachings. That war had a deeper meaning for the future of the Dark Side and its reign over the Universe.
The war was also a way to test our loyalty. We had to face another organization, which consisted of Dark Side followers. If we were to become victorious, we could not show any mercy. We had to kill them in the most efficient ways without disobeying the orders of the Dark Council. An additional problem was the length of the campaign. We were all extremely tired with a constant warfare and it might make us even more willing to betray the Iron Throne. There was no room for doubts or questioning the orders. Any act of betrayal would not only be severely punished at the first possible occasion, but might lead to the defeat and destruction of whole Dark Jedi Brotherhood.
The campaign against the One Sith was a test for us also in the area of our abilities, both physical and mental. It required great physical endurance to fight for such a long period of time and great mental to be able to plan our actions in am effective manner for whole duration of the Dark Crusade. Defeating the hostile armies and their leaders, in order to complete our goals, required displaying of a combination of the fighthing prowess and the mastery in the use of the Dark Side. Weak members of our Brotherhood fell on the battlefields of the ancient Sith Worlds, proving themselves almost completely unresourceful to the cause of our sacred organization. Their only use to our cause was to distract hostile forces from more powerful Dark Jedi, who might utilize their abilities to decimate the enemy armies and fleets, undisturbed by small, but annoying and possibly dangerous details.
Fourth reason to conduct the war against the One Sith was to clear the ranks of the Dark Jedi Brotherhood from traitors and weaklings. They both threatened our cause and it was necessary to get rid of them. We saw some members of the Brotherhood, few leaders among them, either resigning from the service in our organization and leaving it or being removed from our ranks by the Justicar, upon the evidence of their crimes against the Iron Throne. Too weak members of the Brotherhood got killed during the numerous battles against the forces of the One Sith. Thanks to their sacrifice or removal, fewer of us remained alive or loyal to the Iron Throne, but those, who remained, turned out to be stronger and better prepared for the future tasks and challenges, we awaited for us in our campaign against our enemies.
Finally, the Dark Council wished to determine, which members of the Dark Jedi Brotherhood are powerful and loyal enough to earn the right to learn further secrets of the Brotherhood and their respective Orders. The Councilors wanted to select the diamond-like Dark Jedi, who would be precious part of their own plans. These Dark Jedi would be rewarded with a higher rank or significant awards for their efforts and loyalty in the service to the Dark Jedi Brotherhood. They would learn the secrets, which had always been jealously hidden by the Elders and the Dark Council from less experienced and less powerful members of the Brotherhood.
It was highly probable that there was something more behind the decisions of the Dark Council. Its members always took part in political games between the units of the Dark Jedi Brotherhood, Elders and other members of the Dark Council. Xantros was aware that due to being just a Krath Priest, even as the member of the Dark Summit, his insight into the nuances of their way of thinking was extremely limited. He was not able to see behind the curtain of pretence and fallacy. Thus, his attitude towards the Grand Master and the Dark Council remained largely unaffected. He still saw them as extremely dangerous, powerful and mysterious Dark Jedi. In his eyes, they were an elite group of Dark Jedi, who led the Brotherhood with a long-term vision, but who were also ruthless leaders, who did not always care about possible costs of their decisions, as long as their goals were achieved. He saw most of them as wise people and he respected them for their acknowledgement of importance of knowledge about various factors and conditions, which had significant influence on the Dark Jedi Brotherhood, and good planning, which was necessary to minimize possible casualties and to maximize possible benefits. He had never seen a decision, the outcome of which would be not beneficial for the Brotherhood. Certainly, the costs of some decisions and actions were very high, but if one looked at the bigger picture, their benefits turned out to be far greater than the costs. Certainly, he had not suffered much of these costs personally, while gaining much from the benefits, but he was still able to see the size of both of them. On the other hand, it was also probable that the Dark Council might have made better decisions. However, he did not possess necessary knowledge about the factors, which made the Dark Council make such, but not different, decisions. It was possible that if he had the same knowledge as the Dark Councilors had in the moment of making decisions, he would make the same ones. Thus, he had no basis to blame the Dark Council for the outcome of the Dark Crusade so far. The only thing, he did not like in the Dark Council, was the fact that they kept many secrets concealed from other members of the Dark Jedi Brotherhood. However, knowing himself, he would probably do the same thing, so he could not really blame them for such attitude, especially that it had been the same since the creation of the Dark Jedi Brotherhood and it was going to remain the same long after Xantros’ death or resignation. Some secrets were just too dangerous to share them with everyone.
Still, there was one more battle to win during the Dark Crusade. The results of the Crusade itself would show up and last many months after it was finished. It was yet too early to conduct full-scale analysis. Many parts of the puzzle were yet not in their right place.
