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He was twenty-five, but he looked younger. He was still fresh. He’d been known for his speed in the minors, and when he came up, he didn’t waste any time putting it to use. His team was a bottom-dweller, but that wasn’t the kind of guy he was. He wanted to win. He was a stereotypical shortstop, short and quick, with lots of range. He’d put a lot of work into improving his fielding while at Lehigh, and when the call finally came, he was ready.

He swiped 46 bases that year, after his call-up. He finished third in National League Rookie-of-the-Year voting, and his team went from 5th in the division to 2nd. They won 21 more games than they had the year before, and he deserved a lot of the credit.

He’s excited. He has a bright future, and he’s surrounded by young teammates. There’s a new ballpark being built, the city of Philadelphia is starting to get behind their exciting team. Their manager wins Manager of the Year. He signs a new contract, and starts to make some serious money. 
Everything’s going his way. He’s under contract to play for the Phillies through 2007, and his jersey sales are tops on the team. There’s no doubt that the kid is here to stay, and that he’ll be dazzling fans and rivals alike with his speed in the infield and on the base paths.
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Fast forward a decade. He’s still starting at short for the Phillies, but times have changed. He won an MVP award in 2007, hailed as the greatest player in the National League that year. He ranks in the top-ten all-time in a variety of statistics, including steals and triples. He’s lost a little bit of the pep in his step, of course, and the Gold Glove fielding that has anchored his teams’ defenses has begun to wane.

It’s a difficult year for him. His team just won the National League East with 102 wins, but they stumbled in the divisional round, and lost 3-2 to the St. Louis Cardinals. That wasn’t supposed to happen – they were supposed to be a dynasty. It was their fifth division title in a row, and the second time they’d locked down the best record. They were 3-1 favorites to win the World Series!

He spent a lot of time on the disabled list that season. Strained calf, sore right knee…you name it. He was getting old, in his thirties. His batting average dipped to .268, and he only stole 30 bases. The team around him was old, too – the highest average age in baseball history. He’d put on weight. Already, there was talk of retirement, but he shrugged it off.
He signed a new deal at the end of the season, to play for the Phillies through 2014. His future is uncertain, and decidedly less bright than in 2001.
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