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The matter of principles
KAP Xantros,

11518
The fight was tense, but short. The victor of the duel was easy to predict. Muz Ashen, Sith Lord, the Grand Master of the Dark Jedi Brotherhood. At his feet there was lying a droid. However, it was not a usual droid. The droid itself was only a carrying vehicle for a crystal living form, a Shard. Former Headmaster of the Shadow Academy, Solari.

In his never-ending quest for knowledge, Solari had entered the ranks of the Dark Jedi Brotherhood, under the disguise of a droid. He had managed to download much of the database, which was available at the Shadow Academy and other archives of the Brotherhood. However, the Grand Master of the Brotherhood discovered his true identity and defeated him in a duel.

Solari was ready for the upcoming death, but what the Lion of Tarthos did surprised even the wise and knowledgeable Shard. Muz Ashen offered the enemy lying under his feet a bargain, which was quite interesting.

„You may choose three options. The first one, I will kill you, but you will regret your pathetic treachery first. It will not last few minutes. Not even few weeks or months,” spoke the Grand Master.

Solari remained silent. The perspective of a painful death was not appealing to him much, though it would finally give him freedom. However, Solari wished to listen to what else his enemy had to say.

„The second option is that I will insert you into my lightsaber, as one of its focusing crystals. You will not get hurt. Even more, I will alchemically enchance your natural endurance and other features, in order to make you as effective weapon against my enemies, who dare to oppose me. You will have a chance to learn new things from a completely different perspective. Actually, I have always been dreaming about a unique lightsaber crystal and the one, which is capable of thinking on its own, is particularly attractive.”

Indeed, it would be a brand new situation, far from what Solari had ever experienced in his life. Actually, making a living crystal into a lightsaber crystal was a project, which instilled Solari's curiosity. However, as much as he was curious about the effectiveness of such solution, the matter of being affected by the processes of the Sith Alchemy was also very disturbing. It would probably affect his personality and establish some bonds with the Grand Master of the Dark Jedi Brotherhood.

„Yes, the alchemic processing will change your personality. While you retain your knowledge, ability to react on your own and limited access to the Force, you will also be altered to become completely loyal to me. As a result, you will be able to take up some actions out of your own initiative, but only in the degree, which shall help me in furthring my agenda and defending myself against my enemies.”

Slavery. It was nothing more than slavery. It was obvious to Solari, as he was aware that his will would be bound to obey the orders of the Grand Master of the Dark Jedi Brotherhood. It was not even service to a higher good. It was slavery to a higher evil. But...it would allow him to live. His will and desires would be restricted to protecting his enemy, but he would be still alive. Shards had extremely long lifespan. One day, the Grand Master would die and he, Solari, might regain his freedom, when he would be no longer tied by the will of the Lion of Tarthos. It was an option that might be tempting for Solari. Certainly, he could not say how long would it take to see the Grand Master dead nor if Muz Ashen's death would bring Solari freedom, which he desired so much. However, it gave hope that might be enough to survive the time of slavery or to rebel against his slaver in a more suitable time. Still, there was another proposal that came from Muz Ashen.

„Finally, you may continue your quest for knowledge. I may grant you the right and the environment to study new things, to expand your knowledge and to learn new skills. You have great potential in this area, the potential, which is natural only for Shards. I will spare your life and not alter your personality as long as you will help me crush my enemies. You will be allowed to learn various things, but it shall be me, who will use the knowledge, which you shall gain during your quest. No secrets. No lies. No betrayal. I will sense this and defeat you once again, as I have done just minutes ago. If you somehow run away from the Dark Jedi Brotherhood, I shall have you brought back to me and I will personally kill you. It will take a long time and you will be suffering till the end of your life.”

Definitely, it was the most tempting offer made by the Grand Master of the Dark Jedi Brotherhood. It would give him fair dose of freedom, which he wished to have. Certainly, he would have to serve Muz Ashen until the man would die, but there was a chance that his enemy would get killed one day. It would give him complete freedom in his quest. However, it would also mean betrayal of his ideals. If he agreed to serve the Lion of Tarthos, he would not be able to share his knowledge with these, who truly needed it to help other beings. His knowledge would be used to spread death, destruction and chaos, instead of giving live, building prosperous and happy society and bringing peace to the Galaxy being torn apart by various conflicts. On the other hand, if the Galaxy got finally united udner one banner and the government would be strong enough to quickly respond to any threats to the citizens, while allowing the citizens to live in happiness and freedom, it would not be so bad. Certainly, it would bring wrath of harsh punishment to the criminals and these, who woulod dare to disagree with the agenda of the Dark Jedi Brotherhood, but it might be actually a small price for peace and wealth spreading all over the Galaxy.

It was definitely a difficult choice. Each option brought severe consequences and there was no turning back, once the decision was made. Solari had to carefully review each of the possible ways, which his life might go.

„I need some more time, before I will make the final decision,” spoke Solari.

„Make your mind quickly, I do not have time to stand here and wait for you to finally decide, if you wish to die or to serve me. The choice is actually simple. Death or life. Freedom or service. A chance to redeem your crimes against the Dark Jedi Brotherhood or facing punishment for what you have done.”

From the point of view of the Grand Master, the decision might be easy. Actually, he would benefit from both every solution. By killing Solari, he would remove the threat, which the Shard posed to the Dark Jedi Brotherhood. By inserting the Jedi into his lightsaber, he would obtain a powerful weapon, far better and deadlier than any other lightsaber in the known history. If Solari agreed to become Ashen's servant, the Sith Lord would gain a useful operative, who would provide him with vast knowledge about the Galaxy. No matter of what the decision would be made by Solari, The Grand Master of the Dark Jedi Brotherhood would benefit from it in a way or another.

However, from Solari's point of view, it was a far different sort of a matter. It was a choice between death due to refusing to betray his ideas and living with a burden of a traitor of all these beings, who awaited for his help, wisdom and knowledge. After years of gathering knowledge, Solari promised himself to start serving others, so tha they might benefit from what he knew. Agreeing for the Grand Master's bargain would mean that he would break his promise and refuse to share the information, which he possessed, with all other beings on equal rights. However, not accepting the offer of Muz Ashen would lead to inevitable death of the Shard, who would remain loyal to his ideals and die free.

„All right, Solari, what is your decision?” asked the Lion of Tarthos. It was clearly visible that he was ready to strike his enemy at once, if the Shard refused his offer.

„My lord, I hereby accept your offer. I shall serve you with such a strong loyalty that you will learn that there shall never a more loyal servant than me. My knowledge, will and powers are at your disposal and shall be as long as you wish to use them to crush your enemies. All in the hope that you will bring peace and prosperity to the Galaxy, so that it becomes a better place to live for everyone.”

„Wise choice, Solari. I accept your oath of loyalty and I promise you that your service to me shall be beneficial for you too.”
