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The future awaits for us in the moments of revelation, to be born in the moments of transition. You never know what sort of twists have been prepared for you. The past may be your future. Your future may be your past. The time is always in motion and the only thing that you really can do is just to adjust yourself to completely different circumstances, which you have to accept. Do not fight this. It will not help you. Accept it and embrace your fate and you shall enjoy your new life.
Xantros’ personal comments

24 ABY, EHDB territories, Shadow Academy complex
Xantros shook his head, trying to get rid of the dizziness. There was something wrong happening…Half a minute ago, he was sitting in his office of the Aedile of House Scholae Palatinae. Now, he was on a completely different planet. He looked around and he became even more surprised. He got a vague impression that he knew that place. He was aware that it had been something important to him years ago, but he could not recall any details.

Finally, the Archpriest noticed a darker line on the horizon. Its irregular shape suggested an unnatural nature of that thing, whatever it was. He lacked any equipment, save his lightsaber, which he carried with him almost all the time, so he had no other mean to determine what that line was, but to go there and check it. It took him almost an hour to reach the point of destination, despite marching vigorously. When he came closer, he realized that it was a complex of buildings, which instantly helped him to recall what the place was. The complex of the Shadow Academy on Eos…24 ABY, when he was the Quaestor of House Qel-Droma, in Clan Arcona.

Certainly, he had been quite keen on visiting the Shadow Academy at any possible moment, in order to make the use of the vast archives of the Academy. His position as the leader of a House had given him more priviledges than the rank members had had and these priviledges had allowed him to access more important materials, which had usually been considered as secret. However, as far as he could recall it, 24 ABY had been the time, when he had had so many duties regarding management of his House that he had been unable to visit the Shadow Academy.

“What I might be doing here?” he asked himself. “There is only one way to determine it.”
He walked into the complex with easy. Surprisingly, he was not stopped by anyone. Only the guards showed him respect, which was kind strange. They usually ignored members of the Dark Jedi Brotherhood, unless they were the Headmaster or his Praetor themselves. Few minutes later, when he was moving towards the section with guest rooms, he was approached by a messenger.

“My lord…” the human started.

“What can I do for you?”

“Headmaster Farrin has called a meeting of the Shadow Academy staff. It is going to start in twenty minutes. He wished me to deliver his humble request that you, as his Praetor, should attend the meeting, because the Academy needs to solve some important problems.”

“I will be there…as soon as I change my clothes into something more suitable.”
“Certainly, my lord,” spoke the messenger.

As the clerk walked away, Xantros moved to the closest console and found the schematics of the Shadow Academy complex. He located the quarters of the Praetor to the Headmaster and quickly reached the place. He took short shower and changed his clothes into a bit more formal robe. It took him couple of minutes more to make it to the office of the Headmaster. The boss of the Shadow Academy and few of the Professors were already there, when Xantros entered the room.
“Finally, you have made it…” spoke Farrin.

“Sorry for making you wait…I was…outside the complex. I did not know about the meeting,” replied Xantros.

“I left you a message few hours ago…” said the Headmaster.

“It seems it has vanished in the cracks of nothingness.”

“Whatever, we need to discuss the difficult situation of the Shadow Academy and find a solution for this problem. People do not pay proper respect to our institution and they do not seem to be interested in our services. I am afraid that the Grand Master will cut our budget. If it happens, we may be forced to close the Shadow Academy or shorten the opening hours, due to being unable to pay our employees.”

“Well, why not to make the offer of the Shadow Academy more appealing to the members of the Dark Brotherhood?” smirked Xantros.

“What do you suggest?”

“Many of the current courses, which are available in the Shadow Academy, are boring pieces of writing. One needs to recall numerous concepts, dates and biographies, which actually have very little use in our operations as the Dark Jedi. The Shadow Academy needs to become more practice-oriented institute, which offers courses that are focused on gaining specific skills, which might be useful for us.”

“Like?”

“Hacking, close combat tactics, functioning of the Dark Brotherhood. There are a lot of possibilities.”

“But…it would mean…real…work…”

“Indeed, it would…unless you would agree to open up a museum or something like that. We might allow tourists to visit the complex and learn about the history of the Dark Jedi Brotherhood and the heritage of the Dark Side.”
“Actually…I have been considering such option. I will not lie, if I say that I would not like to make my fur dirty.”

“You need to deal with it. Imagine that if we are successful, we will have the best showers in the Galaxy!”
After a short moment of silence, Farrin spoke, “I can see your point. Fine, let’s make it so. You do new courses proposals and I shall look at what expenses may be cut, so that we may convince the Grand Master that the Shadow Academy may profit-making.”

Xantros smiled with deep satisfaction. Despite his initial fears about accommodating himself in that strange version of his past, it seemed that he actually might enjoy his brand new role in the Dark Brotherhood.

