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Xantros looked at the students gathered in the rooms of the Shadow Academy, which he was passing by. They studied various texts stored in the vast libraries of the Academy. Some, more experienced and more powerful ones, were granted access to more advanced materials, which were not suitable for weaker people. Each person studied in their own pace and the difference between them was clearly visible for trained eye and mind of the Krath Archpriest. Some students quickly passed various exams. Some others struggled to understand the content of the archives of the Shadow Academy. However, it was not the case that worried Xantros the most.

What was the worst, some members of the Dark Jedi Brotherhood denied the role of the Shadow Academy in the success of the Brotherhood. They saw the Academy to be completely useless and accessing its archives to be a complete waste of time. They hardly ever visited the complex of the Shadow Academy, as they did not like that institution at all.

As the Professor of the Shadow Academy, Xantros saw the situation in a completely different light. He was aware that the Shadow Academy played vital role in the success of the Dark Jedi Brotherhood. It provided knowledge to the generations of the Dark Jedi, who might use it to grow in power and gain new skills. They did not have to make the same mistakes twice, as they inherited the treasures of the wisdom from their predecessors. With the knowledge gathered in the Shadow Academy, they could grow more and more powerful. That knowledge could save their lives one day, whether on a battlefield or under other circumstances.

Thanks to that, they could serve the Dark Jedi Brotherhood and its goals in a more efficient way. Survival guaranteed that they could return to the territories of the Brotherhood for further service. Greater power allowed them to fight more dangerous enemies. Vast knowledge helped them to overcome various obstacles that they would make them helpless otherwise.
Still, very few saw the benefits of studying in the Shadow Academy. Certainly, the Journeymen had to visit the complex, in order to pass exams that were necessary to get a promotion to the higher ranks. However, after that very few decided to return to the Shadow Academy, as they got absorbed by other duties and activities. They did not wish to spend their free time to study the materials gathered by the Shadow Academy.

Xantros saw it as a complete foolishness. He understood that the knowledge was the key to the power and to the victory. There were still some courses in the offer of the Shadow Academy, which he had to pass. Despite being quite busy with his various tasks, he planned to pay some attention to these courses as soon as he would find enough time to focus on them. Xantros knew their value, as he had personally authored some of the  leadership courses, which helped numerous members of the Dark Jedi Brotherhood to prepare themselves for carrying out the duties of leaders within the Brotherhood.

It was, of course, the reason that he saw the Academy as an important institution in the structure of the Dark Jedi Brotherhood, but it was not the only reason for that. He was eager to study in the Shadow Academy, because of his hunger of knowledge, which he wished to satisfy. However, he was unable to convince the opponents of the Shadow Academy, despite discussing that matter with them for numerous times.

Xantros sighed and once again looked at the students of the Shadow Academy. When the Academy would be respect as much as it deserved it?

„What, if no one pays respect to the Shadow Academy? What, if there is no students in the Shadow Academy at all?”

Definitely, it would be the worst scenario ever possible. Xantros did not even want to think what might happen with the Dark Jedi Brotherhood, if there was no one to study in the Shadow Academy.  Still, it was obvious to him. If no one would be interested in the heritage of the Shadow Academy, the Dark Jedi Brotherhood would not last for a long time. The Shadow Academy was the key to the success of the Dark Jedi Brotherhood.

„Put aside the knowledge and wisdom of the Shadow Academy and the Dark Jedi Brotherhood will soon collapse. Protect this treasure that you have in your hands. Expand it and make it even more valuable. Make sure that people understand its true value and role in their personal success. Make them see that through studying the heritage of the Shadow Academy, they get a tool to shape their future in the way, which they see fit.”

Xantros shivered, as he saw the unwelcome vision of the Brotherhood's possible future. Once glorious fleets turned into scrap floating in the space graveyards. Once flourishing cities turned into smoking ruins. Once powerful Dark Jedi dead. The last thing was the complex of the Shadow Academy. Empty corridors and rooms. Silence undisturbed even by the faintest sound. Every single place in the complex of the Shadow Academy covered with thick layer of the dust.

Though the complex of the Shadow Academy was the last thing that Xantros saw in his vision of future, he was aware that it was the primary reason of the Fall of the Dark Jedi Brotherhood. He knew that he could not allow it to happen. He had to prevent such scenario from happening, no matter of the cost.

„The Shadow Academy shall never be forgotten. There shall always be students, who will come here eagerly, in order to use the vast archives of the Shadow Academy to expand their knowledge and to grow in power. The school may seem to be scary and boring. However, the perspective of seeing the Fall of the Brotherhood happening due to neglecting the need of studying is far more terrifying than spending few hours now and then in the Shadow Academy. This shall never happen. Not on my watch.”
