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There are various ways of dealing with your enemies. Brutal strength, subtle actions, manipulation. Blaster, lightsaber, explosives, poison. Powerful fleets, strong armies, a single proton torpedo, hired guns, quiet assassins. Death, imprisonment, defamation. Each tool and each way to get rid of your enemies has its advantages and disadvantages. Choose wisely, so that you gain the maximum effect with the minimum efforts.
„The principles of war”, Xantros
„Sithspawn!” cursed Xantros silently, when he noticed an outpost of the Scions of Cocytus on his way. If there were other members of his task force with him, it would not be a real problem, but they got separated in the amidst of chaos on the streets of Ohmen. He knew how to reach the destination point, but the outpost was an unexpected obstacle on his way there. Though, one thing was obvious. He had no time to waste and the shortest way led through the outpost.

„I have no choice, but to walk over their dead bodies,” thought the Duro and took a cover behind couple of barrels nearby. He wished to remain unnoticed as long as it would be only possible, in order to come up with a suitable plan.

Xantros looked at the group of hostile soldiers. The outpost was protected by ten soldiers, two of which were the mutated brutes. A direct strike was not an option, as it would be simply a suicide. However, the Krath Archpriest preferred far more subtle ways to get rid of his enemies than punching his way through every single man, who dared to oppose him. Thus, he had some clever tricks prepared for such a dangerous situation, which required weaking opponents before dealing the strike.

The Duro focused his attention and powers on one of the brutes. He almost immediately realized that the toxin, which boosted man's strength and self-healing abilities had already heavily affected man's mind turning the man more into animal-like creature than a human. The state of another brute was the same. It made Xantros come up with a plan that might be successful. Even though it was quite risky, he was ready to carry that plan out, as it was the only way that would allow him to get through the outpost of the Scions of Cocytus safely.

The Krath Archpriest focused the energies of the Dark Side and affected the mind of one of the brutes. He convinced the brute that all the people around him were his enemies, who just waited for a moment to attack him. He made the man to think that the only way to save his life was to kill his enemies.

A loud roar filled the air as the brute, who was affected by Xantros, attacked other members of the Scions' task force. He managed to break necks of two soldiers, before others reacted shooting at the mad brute. Six blaster bolts hit the brute, who slowly fell on the ground. The leader of the Scions' task force shot at dead man's head, in order to make sure that the brute was not going to cause further casualties among the soldiers. They could not allow it to happen, but they were not aware who was their true enemy and that he was alive and ready to carry out the rest of his evil plan. Still, the situation was more than enough to make the average soldiers become nervous and suspicious about the other alive brute. The mutated man also became uncomfortable, as he was not sure, whether he would go mad soon too or if his companions were going to kill him just for the safety sake.

Leave no one alive, unless it serves your goals. If someone is useless to you and dares to oppose you, kill them on sight. Otherwise, they may cause unnecessary troubles in the most inconvenient moment of your life.
„The principles of war”, Xantros
It made the things even easier for Xantros. Sensing the fear of the brute, he used the Force to make it even stronger. The side effects of the toxin were somehow boosted  by man's fear. It allowed the Krath Archpriest to create a bound between himself and the brute. He managed to befriend the man through the Force, as man's conciousness was less and less human like, while becoming more and more animal like. The Duro hoped that it was going to be enough to make the brute recognize him as a friend in danger instead of an enemy that was a danger.

Taking the risk, Xantros walked out of his cover and moved directly towards the outpost of the Scions of Cocytus. He activated his lightsaber and the purple blade appeared from the hilt. The soldiers guarding the outpost started to shoot at him. Their fire was fortunately very inaccurate, but one blaster bolt came disturbingly close to the Duro's head.

„May the thanks be to the Dark Side. It was far too close,” thought Xantros. „I hope that it will not happen again. I may be not so lucky.”

Fortunately, it did not happen again. Seeing his friend in danger, the brute attacked his former companions. They did not know, whom to attack, so before they reacted to the threat posed by the mad man, he managed to kill two of them. Another one fell unconcious on the ground, hit by the brute, who was already got hit with three blaster bolts. The second salvo finally killed him.

However, it was too late for them to defend themselves against the attack from the Dark Jedi. Xantros used the Force to increase his speed and reached the outpost in few seconds, while the soldiers were busy with fighting the brute. They just managed to turn back to Xantros, when he stabbed one of the soldiers with his lightsaber. Two seconds later, the Duro beheaded another trooper. The last Scion shot his blaster rifle in panic, but missed the target by over twenty centimeteres. The Krath Archpriest did not give his enemy another chance to shoot, as he cut man's arm off and finished the soldier off with making 'X' with his lightsaber. The parts of the corpse fell on the ground with a nasty sound.

Still sensing life in one of the soldiers, Xantros he walked to the unconcious trooper and thrusted his lightsaber  into man's chest, piercing the heart through. He looked around and grinned evilly. He was the only person that remained alive on the battlefield.
While patience is extremely important, when need to wait for a mistake of your enemies, it is also necessary to remember that in some situations it is highly recommended to move constantly. Stop, if you meet an obstacle on your way, but do it for as long as it is necessary only. Then, you need to continue your mission, no matter of what you see on your way. Do not give your enemy a chance to call in reinforcements and overwhelm you with mere numbers of hostile forces. Make them waste their resources on chasing shadows. It will give you more time to reach the destination point and complete your task with success.
„The principles of war”, Xantros
Xantros decided not to stay at the outpost of the Scions of Cocytus. He had to join his comrades at the rendevouz point few kilometers from his location. It would be highly unwise to cause unnecessary delays without a really good reason. It might limit the chance to be successful at their mission and he was too experienced to make such a simple and dangerous mistake. Also, he had nothing more to do at the outpost, as all his opponents were already dead. Staying there might be very risky, as the patrols of the Scions of Cocytus might arrive at any time. Affecting people's mind, creating illussion and making bonds with animal like minds was quite exhausting. Xantros doubted, if he was able to fight another group of the rebels using such tricks. The longer he stayed in the outpost, the higher the risk was that he would meet hostile forces, either in the outpost or on his way to the rendevouz point.

The Krath Archpriest was aware that he was lucky during the battle with the Scions of Cocytus, as he avoided death just be centimeters. However, he was also aware that the luck was something that he would run out of sooner than he would expect it to happen. He did not want to take up the unnecessary risk. Thus, he carefully looked around for the last time, in order to make sure that no one observed him. Then, he left the outpost and moved to the direction of the rendez vous point with his comrades as quickly as possible. The victory over the hostile forces did not made him less cautious. He was keeping at the shadows and carefully observing his surroundings, in order to avoid meeting more task forces of the Scions of Cocytus.
