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The fall of a Master
KAP Xantros

11518
The Rule of Two is an ancient tradition of the Sith. Despite the fact that we are not the direct inheritants of the Line of the Sith, we follow it to some extend. Sometimes, we even dare to challenge our Masters, in order to gain their position. It is a natural part of our identity as the Dark Jedi. We are hungry of power. We desire to become more and more powerful. The Rule of Two. The excellent embodiment of our nature.
Xantros' personal comments
35 ABY, Cocytus System, Judecca, Imperial Palace
It was a dark night and there was no moon. He had not seen his Master for couple of days, as Dante was on an off-world mission by the order of the Dark Council. Actually, the Dark Jedi Knight did not miss Dante. Certainly, he owed the human a little bit, as it was Angel Dante, who had brought him to the Dark Jedi Brotherhood and allowed him to continue his life as the Dark Jedi after the fall of Emperor's Hammer Dark Brotherhood. However, Xantros realized that Dante could not teach him anything more.

It was obvious that such moment had to come. The Duro and the human definitely shared more differences than similarities. Dante was a typical warrior. He believed in power and might, while Xatros preferred far more subtle ways of dealing with his enemies. In the Dark Jedi Knight's opinion, brutal strenght was a solution, which should be utilized only in case of the utmost necessity. There were methods, which were both more efficient and less dangerous. If it was not absolutely necessary, Xantros did not want to risk his life. Dante was ready to go into the most intense battle, no matter of the risk.

A conflict between the Student and the Master was obvious in this case, no matter of the Rule of Two, which had been established by Darth Bane. Finally, they would clash in a fight, which would be aimed to determine, whose way was correct and more effective. It was inevitable and had to happen sooner or later. As Dante was on the off-world mission assigned to him by the Dark Council, Xantros decided to utilize the absence of his Master to prepare for the duel as much as it was only possible. He wished to increase his chances to win as much as it was only possible. Due to Dante's strenght and combat prowess, there was no room to make a mistake, as even the smallest mistake could have disastrous effects, including the Knight's death.

Every single day of Dante's absence was spent by Xantros on various preparations. He was gathering useful pieces of equipment, seeking for the most suitable place to carry out the fight and setting numerous traps in the chosen area. He was also undergoing a more intense training routine, which was aimed to make his body as much prepared for the fight as it was only possible. The Dark Jedi Knight was aware that he could not match or surpass Dante in so short time, but he wished to make his body a bit more fit, as it was another way to increase his chances to defeat his former Master.

However, all his plans got foiled by an unexpected message. It was indeed shocking for every member of the Imperial House and whole Dark Jedi Brotherhood. Few would believe it, if it was not confirmed by the Dark Council. Dante got killed during the mission, which he was carrying out for the Dark Council.

Now, Xantros could not follow the Rule of Two, which he deeply believed in and would follow without any hesitation. However, it was not due to his fault. He had prepared himself and had made everything to ensure the victory over his former Master, apart from any unfair tricks. His Master was dead. It was the only thing that really mattered.
