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The Krath Archpriest looked at Lucyeth and raised his eyebrows. He was a bit surprised with what he just heard.

„You say that the ancient text, which we had been looking for so long, was stolen from our own ship?” asked the Duro.

„More or less – yes,” answered Lucyeth.

„Now, we are to retrieve the text, before it falls into the hands of any third party, right?”

„Yes. The sooner we do it, the better.”

„Well, I guess that the leave is finished.”

Lucyeth left the cantine, but Xantros stayed there. He had to think about the situation. It was definitely a difficult one. It required swift actions, if they wished to retrieve the text. If it was as important as the Duro thought, it might be worth trying to intercept the scroll and personally give it to the Emperor. It would definitely make his position in Clan Scholae Palatinae. It was his an old habit, which he could get rid of, even despite the fact that he was considering to transfer to Clan Odan-Urr, the followers of the Light Side of the Force.

Still, it was not going to be an easy task. As the reports claimed, there was no trace of the text aboard the ship, which was to transport it to the territories of the Imperial Clan. The investigation team found nothing particular, despite the fact that the ship's crew had sent a distress signal. It was going to require a lot of time and effort to find the text with no clue, where could it be. Still, Xantros was determined to intercept it, before anyone would sell it to the third party, because it would make the situation even more complicated.

To find it, the Krath Archpriest had to utilize all operatives of Clan Scholae Palatinae and his own network of contacts. He asked them to monitor the black market of artifacts and texts, in order to check, whether the ancient text got sold and who was the buyer. In that way, they would be able to to track it. It was the only to way to retrieve and secure it.

It took few days, before the operatives of the Imperial Clan were able to find the text. Still, they managed to determine the location, where it was going to be exchanged. It was an uncharted station in an uncharted star system, but Xantros knew it. He had been there few times, so he immediately decided to visit it again and intercept the text, before it would got sold.

The Duro utilized one of the freighters of Clan Scholae Palatinae to arrive at the station. He still had few hours before the exchange would take place, so he utilized the remaining time to acommodate himself and prepare the trap. He soon learnt the identity of the parties involved in the exchange and carefully observed the possible buyer.

Utilizing his skills in both Mind Tricks and Illusions to affect the mind of the buyer, the Krath Archpriest the human become more suspicious about the intents of the seller. Moving shadows at the edge of man's sight and strange sounds with no specific source made the human very nervous. Xantros hoped that it would be enough to start the arguement between the buyer and the seller, which would result in a little shootout. It would allow him to telekinetically pull the text to him and grab it without leaving any trace.

Fortunately, his plans came to life just like he had hoped them to come. Following the buyer, the Duro found the place of the exchange – a dark corridor in a hardly ever visited area of the station. It was far from the curious eyes of any possible witnesses, apart from the Duro. As he expected, the parties of the exchange soon started to argue and the human took out a blaster. However, the seller was equally quick and they both shot each other. Their wounds seemed to be fatal, as none of them moved again. Xantros utilized the Force to pull the text towards him and grabbed it few seconds later. Half an hour later, he left the station and entered the coordinations of the headquarters of the Clan Scholae Palatinae.

After the return, he immediately reported to Xen'Mordin Vismorsus, who was the Consul of the Imperial Clan, and handed him the text.

„I am glad that you have managed to retrieve it. It is going to be an interesting addition to our library,” spoke the Emperor.

„I hope to read it just after you,” replied Xantros with an evil grin.
