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Time of mysteries
Ranger Xantros
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39 ABY, New Tython, Clan Odan-Urr headquarters
News about Justicar Jac Cotelin leaving his post on a kind of journey spread quickly among members of the Dark Jedi Brotherhood. It created strong tensions between them. Some of them decided to use the absence of the Justicar for their personal gain or the best interest of their Clans, in vein hope to achieve something by fighting the Dark Council or stealing valuable artifacts, which they believed to remain unguarded during the absence of the Justicar. Some others allied themselves with the Dark Council and defended its possessions, in hope that their loyalty would be rewarded properly.

„Pathetic fools”, thought Xantros. „The Grand Master easily forgets about loyalty of his subordinates and their efforts may quickly turn out to be fruitless. And the leave of the Justicar may be just a bite. None of the actual treasures and secrets of the Iron Throne remained unguarded. These, which make an impression of left unguarded, have no real value to anyone else and are probably meant to test loyalty of the Clans of the Dark Jedi Brotherhood. Those captured on a betrayal and an attempt to steal anything, which is owned by the Iron Throne, will be punished in a terrible way, as an example for other fools.”

The Ranger did not have time to waste on such trivial games. Though he was a Jedi and, as such, he should have acted against the Dark Council and their dark schemes, he decided to stay away from any hostile activities against the Sith and their allies. He not only resigned from any form of direct fight and harming other people, but was also aware that his efforts would not bring any positive results. It was simply not worth of risking his life in a vile to achieve something that was beyond his reach at the moment.

It was definitely not a suitable moment to act against the Sith. Xantros was patient and he learnt to wait for the best moment to take actions against powerful enemies. Every wise person would easily understand that the Dark Council was such enemy. It was necessary to wait and to make suitable preparations, in order to increase the chances to win. The Duro was aware that the followers of the dark side had to be completely eradicated from the face of the Universe, before the war would be ended. Though he preferred to convert them to the teachings of the light side and to help them redeem their crimes, he was also aware that it required as much work as killing all of them, if not more.

„Still, chaos caused by temporal leave of the Justicar has left me some room to make some necessary preparations to become stronger. I am no longer watched so carefully, neither by my former comrades, who consider me to be a traitor of the dark side, nor by my current allies, who do not trust my motives yet. All of them shall be surprised with how efficiently I use this time of a bit greater freedom,” thought Xantros.

Certainly, he was aware that desire of power, which he displayed with his thoughts and plans, was actually not typical or widely accepted by the Jedi. They claimed to be servants of the Force and citizens of the Galaxy. While they continued to train themselves, in order to be better prepared to face the adherents of the dark side, they were afraid to let their hunger of power free. They believed that strong discipline was better than satisfying one's desires. Still, Xantros was not a typical Jedi. He still did not get rid of some habits and attitudes, which he had displayed as a Krath. For example, he sought for greater power and knowledge as he believed them to be a way to defeat the enemies of the light side in long perspective. It did not stand in opposition to his non-combat policy, as he always preferred to act in a more subtle way. He heavily relied on mind tricks, illusions and other tools to deceive his enemies and to convince resourceful beings and organizations to become his allies. Even now, as a Jedi, he did not resign from such way of acting, paying also more attention to healing other beings and establishing strong bonds with animals, as he let more merciful and compassionate part of his personality to dominate at that moment of his life.

Still, he had to act wisely, but also as quickly as it was only possible. The leave of absence of Justicar opened a very narrow window of time, when Xantros' schemes might remain unnoticed by the enemies of the Light and the Jedi, who did not trust him, as he was a former Krath. Even he was not able to predict, when a similar opportunity would take place again. Thus, he could not waste any more time, as he was slowly running out of it.
