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A sign of mercy
Ranger Xantros,
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39 ABY, New Tython, Owyhyee, Northern Westlands
Xantros entered the village of Haraokans, who were terrorized by monsters from the swamp. He was going to meet two members of the Order of the Force Ascendant, whom he was to assist in the hunt for monsters. Indeed, two members of the Order had already been waiting for him. They looked at him and wrinkled their brows.

„You bear the mark of the dark side,” rather said than asked one of them.

„Indeed, I do. I have been a Krath for many years, but it is a distant past. I have realized the scale of my evil deeds and joined the followers of the light side, in order to redeem my crimes, if it is only possible” replied Xantros.

„We can see that the Light fights against the Darkness in your mind, heart and soul. It is not yet sure, which side will win it this struggle,” said the other man.

„Time will show,” replied Ranger and realized that the men were twins.

„Indeed,” told the first man. „Now, we have no time to lose. I name is Vardin and my brother is called Nordis. As you know, we are members of the Order of the Force Ascendant. One of our comrades has killed a monster, which was killing the Haraokans from this village. It lived on swamps and we are afraid that there may be more of these monsters hiding our there.”

„Yes, I have been assigned by the leaders of Clan Odan-Urr to help you with this task, as I have strong affinity with animals. I may be able to seize control over one of them and extract vital information from its mind or use it against its fellow specimens.”

„It might be a good idea, but first, we need to find them.”

„Then, let's not waste any more time.”

The trio immediately moved towards the swamps. Two hours later, they were deep in the swamps. It took Xantros some time to found fresh trails left by the monsters. It was clearly visible that the wild animals had their nest nearby, but it was not going to be easy to find it. The swamps were covered with extremely dense fog and it was difficult for the trio to see further than two, maybe three meters away from them.

Still, the Duro managed to follow the trail by using both the Force and his perception and investigation abilities. The team moved slowly for around fifteen, when they sensed five incoming creatures. They were definitely hungry and angry, while the trio entered their territory and threatened their nest. Xantros and his companions clearly sensed that the so called monsters were going to attack them as soon as they come in range.

The twins immediately activated their lightsabers, while the Duro remained unarmed. „By the Force, what are you doing? Why you do not activated your lightsaber?” asked one of men.

„My lightsaber is not a weapon, but a tool. I do not want to fight directly, if it is not necessary. I can handle the situation without having to kill any living being. I shall leave this doubtful pleasure to you, guys,” answered the Ranger.

The twins sighed at the same moment, but did not comment his attitude. Xantros managed two sense that they were not happy with it, as they believed that it might put whole team in danger. Still, he did not have any more time to spend on thinking about it or trying to convince his companions that he was right, as the creatures approached the team.

These animals indeed deserved to be called monsters. They were one meter tall and two meters long, including thirty centimeters long tail with a sting, which probably contained poison.. Their body was fully covered with scales and they had five centimeters long, very sharp teeth. Their jaws seems to be strong enough to tear human body apart with ease. Xxantros had no doubts why the local Haraokan tribe was so afraid of them.

The leader of the pack growled and all five creatures attacked at once. They were quick, but not quick enough. Members of the Order of the Force Ascendant slain two of them with very similar strikes. Another two animals got killed and fell on the ground with the last growl just few seconds later. The last one stood back, not sure how to react. Xantros utilized its hesitation and focused on its mind. Through the Force, he created a bond with the creature. After half a minute, it slowly came  to the Duro and brushed his knees like a dog.

„You did not say that you are able to control animals,” spoke one of the twins.

„I told you that I have strong animal affinity. I have studied various animals of the Galaxy and learned how to control them through the Force,” replied Xantros.

„So, you are not as defenceless as we thought,” said the other of the twins.

„I have never told that I am defenceless or something,” said the Duro and raised his eyebrows with pretended surprise.

„Very well, then. We have killed four creatures so far and one is under your control. We still need to   find their nest and wipe them out totally, if there is any of these creatures left alive.”

„Let me see,” spoke Xantros.

He focused on creature's mind again, in order to extract as accurate information regarding number of other creatures and the location of the nest as it was only possible. After few minutes, it turned out that creatures' nest was two hundred meters to the north and that there were seven creatures more. But there was also something more regarding the location of the nest, but Xantros could not determine what was it for sure, because the mind of the creature was to primitive to be able to understand the phenomena, which took place in the close proximity to the nest.

„Guys, we may have a problem,” spoke the Duro.

„What is it?” asked the twins together.

„I am not sure, because I cannot exctract much of concrete information about it, but there is something strange about the nest of these creatures,” answered Xantros.

„What do you exactly mean?” asked one of the humans.

„My new friend is not able to understand it, but strange things happen around the nest. Plants are strangely mutated and animals tend to be very ferocious, even the species, which I can recognize as peaceful herbivores,” said the Ranger.

„Indeed, it seems strange.”

„I believe that a reasonable explanation of such situation is the fact that their nest is placed on the nexus of the dark side. Its energies might have debauched the ecosystem nearby the source of the dark side.”

„It is possible. We need to be extremely careful. Better safe than sorry.”

Xantros led his companions from the Order of the Force Ascendant and his new animal friend directly to the nest. Though even more dense and darker fog greatly limited their range of sight, all of them were looking carefully around, in order to avoid missing any possibly hostile movement, if their Force abilities failed them. When they reached close vicinity of the nest, all seven creatures appeared just two meters away from them. The trio realized that they were surrounded. There was only one explanation that made the fact that they had not sensed the hostile presence was whole area was polluted by the Dark Side. Its emanation partially limited their Force abilities. Even Xantros noticed that his newly created bond with the creature was getting a bit weaker.

Six animals attacked the twins, while the last one attacked Xantros. He exerted his Force abilities to create a barrier, which protected himself from the physical attacks. It was relatively weak and it become weakened by the dark side gathered nearby. Still, it was enough to keep the creature busy long enough not be able to react to the attack of  Xantros' pet. Its strong jaws were even able to get through animal's scales and bite off some meat. It fell on the ground, while its former nest companion continued to bite its body off. Few second later, the animal growled for the last time.

In the meantime, the twins managed to kill three animals with their lightsabers, but there were three more alive. They suddenly attacked one of the twins. He managed to kill one with the lightsaber, while his brother pushed another one with the Force, but the last jumped into the air, aiming for man's throat. Unexpectedly, they heard a long howl. It was Xantros' new pet, which also jumped in the air and protected a companion of the Jedi from the attack, paying the ultimate price of life for its decision, as its neck got twisted. Still, it was enough for the members of the Order of the Force Ascendant to kill the last hostile creature.

„You are a strange person, Xantros,” spoke one of the twins. „You do not want to fight, but you allow your pets to fight for you. There is certain dichotomy in you.”

„As I said, I am fed of violence and I do not want to fight anymore. Still, I cannot forbid other beings to defend me and my friends, if they wish to,” replied the Duro.

„Still, we need to check the nest and see what we can see there.”

The trio entered the nest. It was quite high, so all of them could walk and stand normally, so they moved with ease. Still, it was a natural maze with numerous places to sleep for the members of the pack. In one of the last places like that, the trio found one very small monster. It was very young, but its presence caused some tensions between Xantros and the twins, as he protested against killing it.

„Why would we need to leave it alive? It poses a danger to all villagers from the tribe. If it grows up, it will kill them one by one and if it finds a mate, we will have to eradicated another pack. It would make our efforts futile,” replied one of the twins.

„We may make it a guardian of the village. It is an infant yet. It may have just few days. I do not think that the influence of the dark side in this place has poisoned it yet. If we retrieve this creature and let the tribe take care of it, it may become their guardian. I might also create a bond with it, so that it does not pose any threat to the tribesmen,” explained the Duro patiently.

„Are you sure about it?” asked the other twin.

„As much as I can be under given circumstances. Also, it will be a bit easier to kill it, if it shows any signs of corruption in the future,” answered Xantros. „Far more important and dangerous matter is the fact that this area is corrupted by the dark side. If it continues to influence animals and plants in the vicinity of the nest, we may expect another monster to be born here. We need to clean the area from the influence of the Darkness. It will probably solve all problems.”

„Actually, we think so too. We need to report the success to our superiors, but we you will be responsible for making sure that this creature does not make any harm to anyone.”

Xantros nodded. He was aware of the risk, but he did not see a point in killing a defenceless animal. It would be cruel and unnecessary, if there was a way to save it, especially, if someone else could benefit from it, just like in that situation.

24 hours later, Menat Orbo, headquarters of Clan Odan-Urr
Xantros was sitting in his quarters and preparing raport for the House and Clan Summit. Did he actually learn anything during the mission? Certainly, he took a lesson from it. He learnt that mercy may bring good fruits in the future, even if it took a lot of time. He also learnt that while circumstances may influence one's life, they did not make them guilty for becoming who or what they were. Punishing them for becoming evil in 'evil' conditions would be simply madness and completely wrong. Such people and beings deserved mercy, because they were not guilty of growing in a hostile and unfriendly environment, which forced them to behave in an evil way.

He learnt some of these things, while observing members of the Order of the Force Ascendant. They seemed to be ruthless, because they did not care about others as long as their goals might be achieved. Certainly, their ways were similar to Xantros' ways, when he had yet been a Krath, but then, he was a Jedi and he had abandoned such a ruthless attitude.
