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The price of pride
Ranger Xantros

11518
39 ABY, Wild Space, unnamed planet
Xantros was coming back to New Tython, in order to report to his superiors about his success in a mission to intercept a datapad, which stored extremely valuable for Clan Odan-Urr information, when he started to experience lots of communication interferences. He ordered the computer of his freighter to make an attempt to clear out the interferences. Soon, it turned out that it was a distress call, which was sent from the surface of a nearby planet.

Surprised with that fact, as the planet was not even charted on maps of the Galaxy, the Jedi decided to investigate the matter. He conducted a scan for life forms, as the freighter was getting closer to the location of the source of signal. The readings were exceptionally strange and appeared to come from an outpost few kilometers to the north.

Xantros landed on just few hundred meters from the complex and left his ship in a mask, which was equipped with special filters, as the planet was covered with sand desert. He closed his ship and walke towards the outpost, carefully looking around, in order not to miss any threat. He sensed something unusual in the area, though he could not determine what it exactly was, and he started to feel slight fear, which grew stronger, as he got closer to the compound.

The Duro opened the only door to the building and entered it. He found himself in a narrow corridor, which led to the interior of the complex. There were multiple rooms along it. Xantros slowly moved forward, opening door to each room and ready to react for any sign of danger. He approached the sixth room on the left side of the corridor and was just about to open the door, when he heard crying behind it. He gathered the energies of the Force and opened the door.

What he saw behind the door was rather an imitation of a human than a real human. The man wearing clothes, which suggested that he was a scientist, was kneeling in a far corner of the room and crying like a scared child. Xantros walked slowly towards the human and asked, „What did happen here?”

„Go away! Leave this cursed place, if you want to save your life!” screamed the scientist.

„Please, tell me, what did take place here?” asked Xantros again, using the Force to make the human answer his question.

„What did take place here? We have attempted to harness the power beyond any comprehension. Now, we have paid the price!” whispered the man with madness clearly visible in his eyes, which could not focus on one place and were constantly moving, like if the man was looking for something.

„What was it?” asked the Jedi.

„You do not know what is it, don't you? Can't you feel its overwhelming presence?” asked the scientist.

„What shall I sense?” asked the Duro.

„A demon. An evil being, Force sensitive and extremely powerful. It is the essence of the Dark Side. It lurks somewhere there, looking for these, who have imprisoned him, to take revenge on them. He will come soon and kill us all!” screamed the human.

Xantros went pale. He had heard stories about supernatural beings, which possessed extreme power over the Force. People called them 'demons' or 'devils' and were extremely frightened by them. Despite experiencing various strange things, Xantros always considered those entities to be nothing more than legends, which were passed down to the next generations of countless races, even his own. If they were true, he would not like to meet any of such creatures. He had to leave the place quickly, if he wished to save his life.

On the other hand, he did not want to leave the scientist on a certain death. He tried to convince the man to gowith him, but it was extremely diffucult. The human was sure that the room was the only safe place in the Galaxy and initially refused to leave it. Xantros used the Force to change man's mind and make him walk out of the room. They slowly moved towards the only exit from the compound, when Xantros sensed strong emanation of the dark side quickly getting closer to them. It had to be the demon.

The Jedi pushed the scientists towards the door, but the man refused to move any further. He turned back and looked with terror at a large and dark cloud flying in their direction. The Duro once again attempted to use the Force to make the human come with him, but the entity blocked his efforts. Realizing that any attempt to resist the being would be futile, Xantros left the scientist and run to the exit. When he left the building, he could hear loud screams of the man, who died in agony and terror. The Jedi was aware that the screams of the scientist were going to haunt him for many months.

He rushed towards the freighter and started the starting procedure as soon as he got to the cockpit. Few minutes later, when the ship got away from the planet for a distance long enough, he entered the coordinates of New Tython and jumped into the hyperspace. He wished to get there as soon as it was only possible. He had to warn his new friends about the threat posed by the demon.
