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Xantros smiled with satisfaction. He had made it to the final table in Against All Odds Pazaak Tournament. He had defeated numerous opponents with easy and he was just one step away from winning The Most Fabulous Pazaak Prize. But his hopes turned out to be vain and his plans were shattered at that one, last step to fulfill his dreams.

His very last opponent sat down on a chair at the opposite side of the table. When the hood covering person's face in the shadow dropped, Xantros went pale and nervously swallowed. His opponent turned out to be Lu'aisha Gresee, the best of all Pazaak players. She was known to be capable of winning every single Pazaak match against all odds. Even, if she had the worst cards and her opponent the best cards, she always somehow managed to win every single match so far.

Still, Xantros decided to stand up to the challenge. If he did not, it would be utter resignation from all his dreams, when he was so close to fulfill them. He had to try to defeat Gresee, as he did not want to abandon all his hopes just because she was known for her unmatched skills and experience in Pazaak.

The game started. Xantros smiled, as he got quite good cards. He scored sixteen points and decided to play one card from his hand. He got the score to nineteen points and was smiled even wider, as he noticed that Gresee had only fourteen points. He decided to stand. Suddenly, she smiled too and played two cards from her hand. One gave her five points, which made her tie the Duro, and the second made her opponent lose one point. She also decided to stand and won the round with just one point.

In the next round, Xantros was much more careful than in the first one. He analysed cards of his opponent and decided to play till he would get all nine cards on the table. He once again got nineteen points, but it turned out not to be enough again, as Gresee accumulated exactly twenty points. She won the second round and was just one round away from winning whole match.

The third round turned out to be also the last one. Gresee scored exactly twenty points again in the mid of the round what automatically made her stand and stop any further changes in her cards. Xantros played to the last card. When he had seven cards out of maximum nine on the table, he scored thirteen. He decided to play a card, which added two points to his score, from his hand. He had fifteen points and nervously awaited for the last card to come into the play. He hoped to get a card with value of five points, as it would make him tie Gresee in that round and allow him to continue the game. However, his hopes were scattered as he received a card, which was worth six points. His final score was twenty one points, which meant that he went bust and lost the round. As a result, he lost whole match.

Xantros blinked twice. He could not believe it. He got totally wasted by Gresee, even though he was so close to win each round. He did not know how was it possible. He could not understand it. He looked at Gresee for the last time and walked away from the table. He decided that he could no longer serve in the same Battleteam as she did. He would be unable to swallow her humiliating victory over him.
