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Price of violence
Ranger Xantros

11518
39 ABY, somewhere on the Perlemian Route

„Sir, our scanners have detected strange signatures,” reported an ensign to Xantros.

„What are they?” asked the Jedi.

„We have five signatures on the scanner. Four small ones, like fighters, and one a bit larger, like a freighter,” replied the junior crewman.

„Sithspawn, we have company” cursed Xantros and activated comlink. „Ladies and gentlemen, prepare yourself for turbulences.”

Few seconds later, he commanded, „Stop the engines. We are not going to run away safely anyway. I would like six people to take their weapons and go with me to the main entrance. I want to warmly welcome our guests.”

Surprisingly, all members of the crew agreed to assist him. He chose six of them and ordered the rest to stay away from the fight zone, in order to remain as safe as it was only possible during a pirates' raid. The small team moved quickly to the main entrance, in order to block the passage. Per Xantros' order, they took several bags with them, so that they could hide behind them and shoot at their enemies from relatively safe positions.

„Let them go aboard out ship and hold them at the entrance. I need to be able to focus for few moments, before I can convince them to do the job for us.”

„It means that there will be one less gun on our side. How do you want to achieve this?” asked one of the team members.

„Do not forget that I am a Jedi. We have our ways to fight our enemies and these ways do not necessarily involve shooting blasters,” replied Xantros with a polite smile, as he recognized one of newer crewmen, who had not participated in any real fight. The Duro could not blame the human for not putting faith in his abilities, as he could only hope that his Force power would be high enough to fool their enemies.

Few minutes later, the cargo ship was boarded by the freighter and fifteen pirates started entering it through the door. The mundane members of the team started to fire at their enemies, holding them at bay. The shootout became more intense as the all members of the raiding party went aboard the ship, while just two of them got killed and two more slightly wounded in their arms.

Despite countless blaster bolts kept flying in the air and marking the walls with smoking black dots,  Xantros concentrated on the minds of the pirates and used the Force to alter their friends and foes recognition abilities with simple Mind Tricks. Two of them stopped firing at the cargoship crew and started shooting at their own comrades. They managed to kill another four pirates, before they got shot themselves. The Jedi focused again and made two more pirates to kill themselves from the reasons known only to themselves.

In the meantime, people, who were assisting him, killed another three pirates, while losing only one member of the team. Fortunately, the pirates were rather a band of ragtag mercenaries instead of a group of well-trained soldiers, who might pose a greater danger to the military crew of the cargoship. Thus, theire accuracy was even more pathetic than of the Stormtroopers.

The remaining pirates managed to retreat to their ship and detach it from the cargoship, which turned out not to be as easy prey as they had thought it to be. Fortunately, they did not even thought about planting explosives in the bridge between the ships, nor did they have an opportunity to do that. They hoped to steal the cargo without any significant troubles, but the presence of the Jedi and the resistance of crewmen of the ship spoiled their plans, so they retreated in hurry with heavy casualties on their sides.

„It seems that they are no longer willing to fight us,” spoke Xantros. „Now, we need to attend to the wounded and dead among ourselves.”

„What a pity they do not allowed us to kill them all,” said the same crewman as before.

„Violence is hardly ever a proper way to solve problems and conflicts,” replied the Jedi. „As you can see, the pirates violently went aboard our ship and paid their price for what they did. It virtually always ends just like this. Sooner or later, but if you walk the path of violence, you will meet someone more powerful than you, who will defeat you in a fight. Do not make this mistake again.”
