Lilith is so excited! She and Janos actually have a day off.  With all the months of training and with the GM wigging out, it feels like it has been forever since they have had some alone time.  She is going to surprise Janos and take him on a picnic.  Lilith has arranged for a shuttle to take them to a nice little area that reminds her of the serenity pond that he built.  They are leaving as soon as he gets back.

“Good afternoon Honey” Lilith says as Janos walks in the door.  “Hey Toots, what’s up?” answers Janos.  “I thought that we could go on a picnic.  I packed up a lunch and arranged a shuttle to take us to a nice little spot with a pond and a waterfall.  I thought that we could spend some time alone, just the two of us.”  “Wow, that would be wonderful, Lil.  When are we leaving?”  Right now” she says.

The two of them leave their dorm and pack everything in the shuttle.  Janos pilots them to the coordinates that Lilith gave him.  As they get close to the pond, a shimmering light appears in front of them.  It happened so quickly, Janos was not able to steer around it and they went through it.  The lights flickered and the shuttle careened back and forth.  This seemed like it went on forever but in reality it was only a couple of minutes.  The shimmering light disappeared as quickly as it had appeared.  After checking with Lilith to make sure that she was ok, Janos looked at the instrument panel.  It looked like they were still on course, so he brought the shuttle in for a landing.  Upon landing, they both took stock of themselves, with Lilith being a healer she gave them both a scan but other than a few bumps and bruises they were fine.

“What the Hell was that?” asked Janos.  “I don’t know, I have never seen anything like it before” she replied. “Are we at the right coordinates?” she asked as she took a look out the window. “It doesn’t look right to me. There should be a pond and a good sized waterfall out there, but I don’t see anything.”  “The computer says that we are in the right spot” replied Janos.  “Let’s go out and take a look around, maybe it’s on the other side of those trees.  We can always come back for the picnic basket and the blankets.”

With that, they strapped on their lightsabers and opened the hatch.  The sun was out but everything was weirdly quiet.  Janos went down the ramp of the shuttle with Lilith following close behind.  Once they were off the ramp, the shuttle disappeared.  “What happened? Where did the shuttle go?” Exclaimed Lilith.  “I’m not sure.” Janos replied. “Stay close to me.”  “Don’t worry, I’m not planning on going far from your side. This is really weird. That shimmer must have been some sort of space anomaly.” “Yeah, something like that.  Let’s have a look around and see where we are and if there is somewhere the shuttle might have reappeared.” 

They started off side-by-side, carefully watching where they stepped and looking for anything that might be a trap or that might attack them.  They got to the tree line and listening closely, Lilith opening her senses to “see” if there was anything out there.  “Do you feel anything, Lil?” asked Janos.  “I’m not sure” she replied.  “I feel something, but it doesn’t feel like another force user.  I am feeling anger though.  We need to be careful.”

They started into the tree line when all of a sudden there was a roar and a huge rock came sailing out of no where.  Lilith and Janos ducked and turned towards the sound and saw a being moving towards them.  “What in the Nine levels of Hell is that” Janos asked.  “It looks like a troll.  That thing is huge.  I have seen pictures of them in the Shadow Academy.” Replied Lilith “Okay, Miss Book ‘O Knowledge, how do we fight it?”  “Well, from what I remember, we will need to incapacitate it, then you will have to use your lightning and seal the wounds so that it can’t regenerate.”  “What, that thing has regenerating powers.” “From what I remember, yes.” “Crap. Oh well, so much for a day off.” Janos replied as the troll threw another rock at them.

“Alright, let’s charge it, then go to each side. That way it will have to decide what to do and might slow it down a bit. You take the left and I will take the right, try to cut the legs and topple it. On the count of three.  One….Two…. Three.”  With that, they charged the creature, igniting their lightsabers as they ran towards it.

Lilith ran to the left as she got to the creature dodging one of it’s huge hands as it took a swipe at her while Janos took the right side yelling at the troll as he swung his saber towards the hamstring.  “Hey, you big smelly troll, try me on for size.”  Lilith was able to make a hit on the back of his leg first, as she was a little faster than Janos, but it was not very deep and it healed before she was able to get all the way past him.  All it actually seemed to do was make him mad. The troll bellowed and turned towards her allowing Janos to get in a good hit on the back of his leg.  Janos immediately sealed the wound with his Force Lightning. The Troll wobbled a bit but didn’t go down.  He seemed more intent on going after Lilith, so Janos using his two handed saber swung again and did even more damage to the back of the leg. Once again using his Lightning and sealing the wound so that it wouldn’t regenerate.

Lilith made another charge at the creature, ducking his hand as he swiped at her again, this time she connected with his Achilles and was able to inflict serious damage, it seemed that since Janos had scored a couple of good hits that the troll wasn’t healing as well.  “Janos, Lightning, left ankle.”  Lilith moved out of range as Janos sent Lightning to that wound a well.

The creature was definitely having some trouble but was still trying to fight back.  By now, he had figured out that he need to go after Janos as that was were the most damage was coming from.  Turning to the right, he swiped at Janos who moved back behind him again giving Lilith the opportunity to go after the left ankle again.  Lilith was able to cut all the through the ankle causing the troll to fall over.  Janos shot him with Lightning again insuring that the foot would not grow back.  As he fell though, he was able to connect with Lilith, throwing her back towards the tree line.  Janos, seeing this, felt his rage come to the surface.  Bringing up his saber he a screamed and ran up to the head of the troll and cut it off, finishing the troll off with his Lightning.  He turned to Lilith and saw her getting up and making her way back to him.  As she reached him, the troll disappeared and their shuttle reappeared.

“Lass, are you alright?”  Janos asked as he wrapped her in his arms, kissing the top of her head. “A little banged up, but ok.” Lilith answered.  “When I saw you go flying, I thought he had killed you.” “No just knocked the wind out of me. Let’s get on the shuttle before it disappears again,” Lilith said. “I’m with you on that.” Replied Janos.

They boarded the shuttle, buckled up into their seats, and fired up the engines.  As they were checking the instruments, the shimmer appeared again around them, the lights flickered.  When they came back on the shuttle was sitting next to a beautiful pond with a waterfall.

“Well, that was weird,” said Lilith. “What do you suppose happened?”  “Your guess is as good as mine.  Still want to have our picnic?”  “No, I just want to go home.” Janos chuckled at that and said, “So do I, lass, so do I.”

Janos entered in the coordinates for the Brotherhood and took them back to their dwelling.  Upon exiting the shuttle, looking a bit beat up, with leaves in Lilith’s hair and Janos covered in sweat, they encountered their Masters.  Atra and Bentre looked at them, then at each other, then back at them.  Atra elbowed Bentre and asked them,  “did you guys enjoy your day off?” Benny snickered earning a look from his apprentice while Lilith disgustedly blew a piece of hair out of her face.  Lilith and Janos said, at the same time, “You don’t want to know” and continued into their dorm.  Atra looked a Bentre who just shrugged and continued walking.  Both knew there was a story to be told and looked forward to getting it out of their respective apprentices.

