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The moment of choice
Vanguard Xantros

11518
34 ABY, unknown location
„You wanted to see me, Chief Inquisitor?” asked Xantros.

„Yes, Grand Inquisitor,” replied the hooded human. „Some doubts about your loyalty have arisen in recent weeks. I am here to determine, if they are true or not.”

„Sithspawn,” thought Xantros, as he realized that the Chief Inquisitor was going to interrogate him, in order to determine, if he was still loyal to the Dark Jedi Brotherhood.

Certainly, the leaders of the Inquisitorious might have become suspicious about his loyalty. Despite his rank of Grand Inquisitor and being one of very few people to gain that elite rank, he had never displaye any particular eagerness to carry out tasks, which had been assigned to him. He had completed them only because he had been threatened that Clan Odan-Urr would get destroyed, if he had refused to cooperate. He had had no choice, but to comply with the orders, as had needed the hepp of Jedi in redeeming himself. Still, he had done his best to avoid killing people and helping targets of the Inquisitorious to escape their persecutors, while claiming to carry out his assignments with success. Also, the very recent destruction of New Tython had shaken the remants of his loyalty to the Dark Jedi Brotherhood. The Inquisitorious had all reasons to believe him to be a traitor, whatever had really happened.

On the other hand, Xantros was aware that he was not the culprit of whatever events had taken place. He just wanted to vanish with the other members of Clan Odan-Urr and rebuild his life as a renegade member of the Brotherhood, who would continue his quest against the Sith of the Brotherhood and all other followers of the dark side. Still, if he was questioned, the Chief Inquisitor, who had been sent to investigate Jedi's suspect treachery, would probably learn about matters, which had to remain secret. Current location location and of the remnants of the fleet of Clan Odan-Urr, number of survivors, details about surviving ships. Every piece of information about the Jedi had to remain a mystery for the Grand Master. No member of the Dark Jedi Brotherhood could learn about them, as it was the key factor, which was going to determine the survival and development of Clan Odan-Urr. Xanros could only hope that the special training, which he had received as the Grand Inquisitor, would be enough to prevent him from revealing any information about his comrades, as it might have been considered as a matter related to the Dark Jedi Brotherhood. Still, he had to make an attempt to convince the Chief Inquisitor to leave him alone without actually proceeding with the interrogation.

„The Grand Master has no reason to doubt in my loyalty,” replied the Duros. „I have always carried out his will.”

„Yes, you have,” agreed the Chief Inquisitor. „However, the circumstances have changed and recent events have led us to believe that you are no longer interested in service to the Grand Master and the Dark Jedi Brotherhood.”

„What events do you speak of?” asked the Vanguard.

„Do you claim to know nothing about them?” replied the human with a question.

Xantros focused on the Inquisitor's mind. While he did not know his interlocutor personally, he realized that it was only a Dark Jedi Knight, who was more focused on improving his fighting abilities than developing mental abilities, which were more useful in the work of Inquisitors in Vanguard's opinion. It seemed that more powerful members of the Inquisitorious were busy with interrogating other suspects. The Duro's hoped that his mind was strong enough to influence the mind of the Chief Inquisitor.

„I do not know what you are speaking about,” answered Xantros and touched human's mind with the Force. „You have no reason to interrogate me.”

„I have no reason to interrogate you,” spoke the Chief Inquisitor with dull voice.

„You know that I am loyal to the Brotherhood and the Grand Master,” continued the Jedi.

„I know that you are loyal to the Brotherhood and the Grand Master,” repeated the human.

„You will let me leave this place and return to carrying out my duties,” said the Duros.

„I will let you leave this place and return to carrying out your duties” spoke the Chief Inquisitor.

Xantros nodded and immediately embarked his fighter. He immediately began the starting proceure and flew in the air as soon as it was only possible, beause he was aware that the effects of mind tricks, which he had used to convince the human to let him go, would not last for a long time. He had to abandon the remote planet quickly, if he wished to return to the forces of Clan Odan-Urr without putting the survivors in greater danger that they were at that moment.
