My Personal Ship

My personal ship is a speeder that I worked on this with my father and grandfather when I was younger. It was a weekend project for me, helping to restore it to pristine condition.

Collectors consider the speeded a classic. It is a vintage two door, Class 57 B3L-41r remov-a-roof. It's seats four with two seats in front and a bench style seat in the back. It was made by the Chevvie Motor Werks.

The body is a beautiful Mandalorian Red with Imperial Stormtrooper White panels in the rear fins. The trim work is a chrome silver color.

The roof of the speeder is Imperial Stormtrooper White and made of a heavy canvas like material. It can be folded back and stored in a covered recess behind the rear bench style seats.

The interior colors are a vibrant red with silver vinyl made from processed Bantha skin. The red is smooth and the silver has a "woven" look embossed into it. The stitching of the vinyl is done in a silver threading. The interior side panel of the doors is a solid red with silver threading that matches the seats.

The control wheel is painted to match the interior color with a chrome silver trim around the gauges and various buttons. It is funny now how lucky we are today with speeder options. But when this was built, things like cabin air coolers, arm rests and even something as necessary as a compass were all considered extra features.

The control dashboard on my model has a compass, speed scale indicator, a knob to turn off and on the running and head lamps. There are power readout gauges and indicators for when the battery needs to go on the charger. A small box with a hinged door to keep items in is located on the passenger side. A switch and dial to turn on the air cooler and adjust its speed. A switch to turn the windscreen wipers on and off and a small radio that allows me to hear music from local stations.

When we were rebuilding the engine we discussed upgrading it to a sports style or keeping it stock. The final decision was to keep the speeder as close to stock as possible.

Finding the proper engine turned out to be rather difficult as parts and the engine itself had become very rare.

We finally got out hands on a proper Rhydonium fuel injected 283 cubic inch Viceroy-8 with the turboslide transmission attached.  

Installing the engine took the better part of a year. Once it was finally seated correctly and all the tubing and electrical lines were connected the speeder ran perfectly.

