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A small fleet of Tanahi Consortium arrived at Virilian star system. Fourty eight starfighters, a mix of T-70 X-wing fighters and RZ-1 A-wing interceptors, two Arquitens-class light cruisers one refitted Consular cruiser as well as few other small crafts. The fleet was there, because the operatives of the Consortium discovered that the star system was going to be another target of a group of pirates, which targetted only star systems that had trade treaties with the Consortium. Again, the operatives turned out to be correct, as scanners soon picked up few dozens of old starfighters. Soon, both fleets engaged each other. The battle quickly turned into chaos, with the black space being lit up with countless laser bolts shot by starfighters and capital ships. Still, there was something that disturbed Lithar a bit.

„Something is wrong,” spoke Lithar.

„What do you mean, advisor Andaris?” asked commodor Nivan, the commander of Tanahi Consortium's fleet,

„If I recognize correctly, these hostile starfighters are old Z-95 Headhunters, am I correct?” asked Andaris.

„Correctly, why do you ask?”

„They are not equipped with hyperdrive, are they?”

„No, they are not.”

„It means that there must be their mothership. Even if we destroy all the fighters, which is highly probable as we have superior anti-fighter firepower, the real problem will remain, as the pirates will still have their moving headquarters operational and on the run. We need to find it, before it disappears.”

„How do you want to achieve it?”

„Let's leave A-Wings and the Consular cruiser here to deal with the enemy fighters. The rest of our fleet will make a micro-jump on the other side of the star system, so that we can surprise the pirates. We need to focus our efforts on disabling weapon systems and engines of the carrier, as it is probably the core of the pirate raiding party. There may be one or two small support ships, as they need a bit of firepower to convince less defended planets to satisfy pirates' demands.”

„If you are correct, we can solve the issue of pirates' raids once and for all, but if you are wrong...”

„We will get rid of the fighters anyway and still may run away, if necessary.”

„Very well, then. I hope that you are correct.”

„I am.”

It took X-Wings and two Arquitens-Class cruisers some time to calculate the microjump and to coordinate it with each other. Soon, they appeared on the other side of the only inhabited planet of the system. As Lithar expected, there was the pirate carrier, which was protected by a single frigate. Another battle broke out, but the frigate and the carrier were no match for joint firepower of two cruisers and numerous X-Wings. After half an hour, both ships were disabled. They could not neither move nor shoot.

Lithar Andaris smiled with satisfaction. He proved himself correct to the directors board of Tanahi Consortium. Even more importantly, his plan was carried out as he exactly wanted it to happen and his plan helped to save countless lives of innocent people. It benefitted everyone, but the pirates, who were going to be trialed for their crimes. Lithar noticed an opportunity amidst chaos of the battle and did not hesitate to utilize it to achieve victory.
