An unexpected meeting
Lt. Col. Lithar Andaris

11518
34 ABY, Xalith, Outer Rims
Lieutenant Colonel Lithar Andaris cursed his misfortune. Due to malfunction of engines, his ship crashed on Xalith, a very distant planet on the edge of the Outer Rims. Though he had managed to send a distress call to his comrades from Clan Odan-Urr, it was going to take them a full month to arrive there and evacuate him. He had to survive a full month in hostile environment without help and communication with his friends, as radiation and atmospheric disturbations prevented any communication between planetary surface and ships above its atmosphere. He would not know, when exactly his companions would arrive before they would descend on the planet. Even more importantly, when falling down from the sky, he noticed a garrison, which disturbingly resembled typical Imperial garrisons. With his current alignment towards Clan Odan-Urr, the followers of the light side of the Force, his situation would be terrible, if they found him. However, he was sure that they picked him on on his scanners and dispatched a team to find out what was his identity.

Lithar Andaris disembarked his freighter and cursed loudly. He had a wound on his left leg, which caused him strong pain. He evaluated that it was not a serious wound, but still severely slowed him down. He was not going to be able to run away from the Stormtroopers, so he decided to stay near his freighter and await for the investigation team.

Two hours later, a group of six soldiers secured the area.

„Put your hands in the air!” ordered a man, whom Lithar recognized as a sergeant. The survivor immediately followed man's order. „Identify yourself.”

„I am Lieutenant Colonel Lithar Andaris, the commander of the First Task Force of Tanahi Consortium,” explained Andaris. His version was close enough to truth to sustain his image.

„We have not heard about such consortium. What is your status in the Empire?”

„I am sorry to inform you that the Empire has fallen, defeated by the Rebel Alliance. Now, the New Republic, which has been formed by the Rebel scums, is the dominant force in the Galaxy. However, former loyalists of the Empire have retreated to the Outer Rim and created the First Order, which resists the New Republic and has even managed to destroy the capital planet of these criminals,” explained Lithar Andaris.

„How could that be? The Empire was going to last forever!” asked the Sergeant.

„Unfortunately, the Emperor has been killed on a superweapon and without him, the Empire has fallen,” answered Lithar Andaris. „However, my company has always remained loyal to the Imperial values and never cooperated with the New Republic.”

It was partially true. The Consortium was way too far from territories of the New Republic to make it profitable for such small trade company. They had to find a niche to work at and thus they operated in Outer Rim.

„I am glad to hear that, but why do we have to believe you?

„My father was an Imperial officer, Trigash Andaris.”

„Trigash Andaris?”

„Yes.”

„Lower your weapons, soldiers!” ordered the Sergeant. „It is the only son of my old friend.”

Lithar Andaris raised his eyebrows, but lowered his hands. It seemed that he was very lucky indeed.

„I see that you are wounded, we will take care of you at our base, follow us,” offered the Sergeants.

„Thank you,” replied Lithar Andaris.

Though he did not expect luxurieous conditions in the garrison of Stormtroopers, but he was grateful for the opportunity to wait for his comrades to evacuate him from the planet.
