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It is easy to mistake a reason with a result. Many believe that these, who are great, are also strong. However, the truth is that these, who are strong, are also great. The greatest strength is the ability to achieve one's goals, no matter of the price, while also being capable of wisely choosing a proper goal.
Lithar Andaris, The art of war
24 ABY, Outer Rim, Hakina prime, spaceport
It seemed that it was going to be another boring shift in the spaceport. It was a quiet place and very few things happened there. Despite that, Lithar Andaris looked around and kept smiling politely, while carefully observing the crowd for any sign of pickpocketers, other criminals and any possible threats. However, just when the third hour of his shift started, he noticed a suspicious-looking man. Soon, the guard realized that the man was following a woman wearing expensive clothes. He swiftly followed the thief, but kept himself on distance, in order to remain unnoticed by the thief.

A minute later, when the thief attacked the woman, Lithar acted immediately. He quickly run towards the man and pushed him on the ground. The thief tried to thief himself, but Andaris was stronger and had received hand-to-hand training from his deceased father, who had been an Imperial officer. The guard handcuffed the thief without any further difficulties, but avoided brutality. Everything happened just as he had planned, so he did not see the point of harming the thief more than necessary.

Few minutes after his intervention, when he had already passed the thief to the local police, a man in a military uniform approached Lithar and saluted.

„I have observed your intervention, young man,” spoke the officer. Lithar noticed that the man was wearing insignia of a colonel.

„How can I help you, sir?” asked the guard.

„I would like to congratulate you for swift and successful action,” answered the colonel with a polite smile. „I have also an offer to you.”

„What is it?” asked Andaris.

„As you know, the New Republic is in dire need of well-trained soldiers and pilots, as well as excellent leaders for our army and navy, so that we can protect the innocent,” explained the officer. „I believe that you may have potential to join our ranks.”

„After seeing me in action just one time?”

„Well, you need to pass the exams first,” said the colonel. „Now, when the Empire has been defeated, we have a luxury of choosing candidates more strictly than before. We do not need more poor people like Porkins. Instead, we need really skilled people.”

„I see,” replied Lithar Andaris. „How much time do I have to accept or to refuse your offer?”

„I am going to stay here for few days, looking for more candidates to the forces of the New Republic,” answered the officer. „Still, the sooner you make your decision the better.”

Lithar nodded in agreement and the New Republic colonel left him alone to deal with his own matters. Even after finishing his shift, the guard kept thinking about man's offer. It was a great chance for him. He had always been dreaming about becoming an officer of the New Republic, in order to become like his father. A loyal, brave and skilled officer, even though his father had served the Empire until it had failed to protect them.

On the other hand, Lithar was aware that his matter would  not going to be happy, if he followed the example of his father. She was afraid that she might lose him. He did not like the idea of hurting her. Suddenly, he recalled a sentence that his father had repeated numerous times, „Strong people become great, because their strength is displayed in their capacity of making wise decisions and firmly making them happen, no matter of the cost. It is how we can recognize truly strong people.”

Recalling that sentence helped him make his decision. He wished to become a great person, just like his father was. He wanted to prove that he was strong enough to become a great person, just like his faher was.
