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Kriegen had just returned to Clan Hoth from another operation, this one was just a bit tiresome for him. It seemed that he was the one that they called when they had a nearly impossible mission to accomplish, though he did not mind it so much, but something was different this time.


Welcome home Kriegen, the deck chief said. Looks like you had a tough one this time, he said.


What do you mean by that chief, just because I don’t come back here looking like I spent time with a group of Twi’lek slave girls like so many others do, doesn’t mean that you can make wise cracks chief. Maybe you should ask for an assignment and see how the hell you look once you bring your ass back, I said snapping at him.


Whoa wait a minute Kriegen, that is not what I meant sir, the chief said trying to ease the tension that had erupted between them. I just meant that you look like you are extremely exhausted is all sir, I meant no disrespect at all sir, he said.


Oh sorry chief, what time of year is it, I asked.


It’s almost Christmas time sir, the chief replied.


Is it really, my how time passes, I said. Do you have any plans chief?


Well I was planning to go home and see my mother and father, he said. Maybe you could take some time off and go see your parents, the chief said before realizing that Kriegen’s parents were dead.


I would like to see my parents, but I would have to see their graves chief, I said.


Sorry again sir, I forgot for a moment that you lost your parents sir, it was completely insensitive of me sir and I do sincerely apologize for my remark sir, he said.


It’s perfectly alright chief, at times I do forget myself that my parents are dead, I said.


Is there someone that you can see, I know that you mentioned someone who runs the government on Dantooine whom you have spoken fondly of, what about them, he asked.


I should probably take a trip back home to see my wife and the Administrator, I’m sure that they would be very excited to see me home for the holidays, I said. Thank you chief for the idea, I added.


It was no problem sir, and I hope that everything works out for you sir, he replied.


I got back into my quarters that I kept with House Hoth, and sat my gear bag on the bed, and began to look through the roster to find the contact information for my leadership. Once I found it, I immediately contacted them and told them that I needed to speak with them now and that I was on my way.


Hello sirs, here is my report from my last operation, it was a success, I said.


Thank you Kriegen, but why don’t we discuss the real reason that has brought you here, maybe it has something to do with the incident that took place on the hangar deck between you and a certain crew chief, they said.


That was a simple misunderstanding I said.


Yes that it may have been, but we have noticed that you seem to get a little moody around this time of year, and we would like to try to help if we can, they said.


Oh you want to try to help eh, I said. Well it is simple, but I know none of you will really understand, I said.


Are you so certain of that Kriegen, they asked? Why don’t you try us, you might be surprised, they said. 


What are your plans for the holidays, probably going back home spending time with that loved one, or spending time with your parent’s right, I said. 


Yes we were thinking of going home and spending time with our families and friends, they replied. Why is that a problem with you, they asked?


No, but what do you do if you don’t have family and friends to go home to spend time with, and your reminded of that every time you turn around, yeah I have my wife, and the Administrator of Dantooine, but that is all I said. The holidays do not mean a damn thing to me like they do to you all, I said. I am not trying to ruin your holidays, but people need to think about those who do not have families, I said.


We understand how you feel though we have not loss our parents the way you have, but we do understand the way you feel. We will place you on a leave of absence for the time being, we ask that you please just check in and let us know how you are doing and we will try to keep assignments out of your way, but we want you to go back to Dantooine and relax, go do whatever you need to do, get away from work for a while before your really burn yourself out, they said.


Yes sirs, I said. Will there be anything else, I asked?


Just one more thing, they said.


Which is, I asked?


Enjoy your time off, and try to enjoy your holiday, they said. We would also ask that before you get to this point again please come talk to us, after all we are here to help our people through their problems, and we will ensure that each year around this time you are not assigned and just placed on administrative leave, they said.

Thank you very much sirs, I said rising to my feet preparing to leave. Did you wish to discuss the operation though, I asked?


No we will read over your report unless there was something that you left out of your report that is and if we have any questions for you, we will contact you, but we know how detailed your reports are, so do not worry about contacting us or being contacted unless it is to wish you a happy holidays, they said. Now go on and get ready to go back home, they said. Your dismissed Kriegen.


I stood bowed and turned around and walked out of there. I made my way back to my quarters and began packing my bags and grabbed my lightsabers from when I was a child that I constructed and clipped them to my belt. I made sure that my lightsabers that I constructed here in the Dark Brotherhood were in my gear bag and then I made my way to my ship.


Welcome back Kriegen, the chief said. Did the council give you another assignment or did they give you time off, he asked carefully?


I’m going home chief, I said. I hope that you have a great holiday chief and I am sorry about what happened earlier, I said. I guess I have been under a lot of stress and did not realize it until something had triggered it, I said.


It’s ok sir, I am glad that they are going to give you time off, he said. We all need it from time to time, yourself included sir, he added.

Yeah you are completely right about that chief, I said cracking a smile on my face.


Well Kriegen I hope that you have a wonderful time, and you already look better with that smile on your face, he said.


Thanks chief, and enjoy your holiday with your family as well, I said.


Kriegen I would like to ask your permission to contact you and wish you a happy holiday, if that would be alright, he said.


Why chief, you are going to be busy with your family, I thought?


I will but I would be neglecting my added family if I did not wish them a happy holiday, he said.


Oh the rest of the house can expect a call from you, I take it chief?


No sir, I was planning on calling you and Valanis to wish you both a happy holiday, he said. I consider you two family, he added.


Well chief, I don’t know what to say, absolutely you may contact us, and thank you, I said.


I took the liberties of loading a message on your halo for you sir, marked Seasons Greetings, he said. Your ship is fully fueled, galley is fully stocked, and everything you will or possibly need for your trip is already on board, she is just waiting for you sir, he said.


Thanks a whole lot chief, and please have a wonderful holiday, I said. Perhaps one of these days soon I will take you to Dantooine and let you see where I grew up, I think that you might find it calming and very tranquil, I said.

I forgot, I do have something for you, I said.


Oh you didn’t need to get me anything sir, the Chief said.


Yeah well I don’t know if I would call it a gift or what, but it is something for right now, I said leading him to the side of my ships hatch. Would you mind reading the name of the ship for me please, I asked.


The ships name is Kriegen’s Pleasure, he said.


Now how about the crew chief of the ship, I said.


It says that the crew chief for Odan-Urr is.. Chief Mekler of Hoth. Wait a minute that’s me sir.


I know it is you, I have noticed that anytime there is work needing to be done or whenever my ship needs to be serviced, you are always the first person jumping on it, I said. So I figured that this is the least that I could do is to name you my Crew Chief, this way you are the only one who can go on board the ship let alone service it, I said. I will let you know that there are things on this ship that you do not get to talk about, along with files in my navigational computer or other files as they are private, I said.


No problem Kriegen, no one will get on this ship unless it is you, or myself or if you inform me that they are permitted, he said. This is indeed a great gift, thank you very much he added.

I boarded my ship and got her ready for takeoff. I looked out and there was the chief marshalling me towards the exit once my ship was ready to go. I followed his instructions to the letter and watched as he snapped me a quick and crisp salute sending me on my way with his blessings smartly. I acknowledged his salute and returned it promptly and smartly. 


As soon as I was cleared of the hangar hatch I contacted the monitoring station and requested travel out of the pattern. I advised them that my course would take me to Dantooine.


Acknowledged your transmission Kriegen’s Pleasure, you are cleared of traffic in the pattern and as soon as you are clear of the system you may enter into lightspeed, they said.


Hoth Monitoring Station, Kriegen’s Pleasure acknowledged your last message and thank you, over.

Roger that Kriegen, safe journey and happy holidays. Monitoring Station out.


Moments later I broke orbit and began my course out of the system, and within an hour or so, I jumped into lightspeed. I set the controls on auto flight and headed back to the galley and got myself some chow, I had not eaten since before I left for my operation and I was quite hungry. 


When I got to the galley, there was a flashing red light where the message indicator was located. That’s right I have a message from the chief, I thought. I walked over and clicked on the audio so I could hear the message as I made myself something to eat.


“Kriegen I wanted to say once again that I was sorry for the insensitive of me for forgetting that your parents were no longer living. I could only imagine how that would make someone feel around this time of the year. I hope that you will be alright and that things will go well wherever you plan to spend your holiday at. Rest assured that when you return to Hoth I will be here to take care of your ship and ensure that she is running in peek and optimal performance for you sir. Once again happy holidays sir and see you when you get back.” Then the message ended.

I grabbed my food when the indicator alerted me, though I must admit to being humbled by the chief, but wished that he would stop apologizing for forgetting about my parents. It was very nice of him to have left me a message though, that meant a lot to me especially around this time of the year. I quickly mowed down my food and drink then decided to contact Valanis.

Hello Kriegen how are you doing my love, Valanis asked.


I’m doing alright my love. No wait scratch that, I don’t know what alright is, I’m far from alright, I said.


What’s going on dear, she asked?


It’s everything, I said. Maybe I’m getting burned out, or possibly I haven’t really been home, but I snapped at the crew chief who handles the repairs and servicing of my ship back at House Hoth and he made a simple mistake, I said.


What did the council have to say about it, she asked?


I was placed on administrative leave and told that they will not contact me about any kind of mission for a while and that when this time comes around each year that the same thing will be done, I said.


Well dear it sounds like you need a break, so why don’t you come home immediately and we will get things taken care of for you, she said.


I am about two days away from Dantooine, but I am on my way home as we speak.

Good I look forward to seeing you again dear, Valanis said. I will also let Valaris know that you will be home in a couple of days as well.


No please don’t, I would really like to try to surprise her, so if you could please inform Dantooine Orbital Tracking Station that I will be there in two days that would be great.


Out of curiosity why will you be here in two days, Valanis asked?


I was planning on a pit stop over in Nar Shaddaa to get some things and pick up some gifts for people including you, I said. I may even hit Courscant, I don’t know yet, I added.


Ah ok then I will see you when you get here dear, take care and be safe my love, Valanis out.


I quickly ran to the bridge and changed my heading for Nar Shaddaa so I could get the things that I wanted to get everyone. I figured that I had been saving my earnings for quite some time so I would look at getting some really nice things for not only my wife, but my godmother as well.

A couple hours later I dropped out of lightspeed and entered Nal Hutta System. I sat down on Nar Shaddaa and quickly began making my way to the shopping district. As I had figured it was going to take quite a while for me to get the shopping done since the shops were busy with the usual volume of patrons buying and selling all different things.


Stumbling upon a merchant who deals with seeds and many other things, I decided that I would negotiate the cost of some seeds that would help feed the people of Dantooine as well as some other things. Finally after going back and forth we came to an agreement on the price. I took care of the bill and told them where to deliver the items and when I would be returning to my ship and I headed to my next venture. Finally after many hours later and burning through nearly three quarters of my savings all of my shopping was completed. I decided that it would be best if I headed back to my ship and prepared for the arrival of the items I had purchased.

After waiting nearly three hours the items I had purchased began to arrive, I stored the seeds and such in my largest cargo hold and the rest of the things in the second largest cargo hold. Once everything was loaded and the people were gone, I decided to lift off and proceed to Dantooine, it would appear that the shopping didn’t take as long as I had originally thought that it would. Maybe I would arrive on Dantooine ahead of schedule, which would be just fine with me.


I boarded my ship and got her ready to leave and resume my course for home. It took me no time at all to clear the Nal Hutta system and make the jump into lightspeed. After a day and a half I dropped out of lightspeed and made my call to the Dantooine Tracking Station. 


Attention Dantooine Tracking Station this is Kriegen’s Pleasure, I am entering the system and request permission to enter the planets atmosphere, over.

Attention Kriegen’s Pleasure, Dantooine Tracking Station permission granted see you soon and welcome home, over.


Thank you Dantooine Tracking Station and please do not have a welcome party for me, and also if you can please do so erase the communications logs of this transmission, I wish it to be a surprise for Administrator Valaris, but please alert Valanis as to my arrival, over.


Acknowledged your last message, there will be no further record of this transmission and all records will be deleted and Valanis will be notified of your arrival, out.


I arrived twenty minutes later and waiting for me was Valanis. My plan was going according to the way I had seen it, now I just needed to get the items off loaded from the ship.


Welcome home dear, Valanis said as she ran to me and wrapped her arms around me in a warm embrace, but I thought that you weren’t going to be here for another day or so, she said.


Surprise, surprise dear. Now we need to get to the Enclave, I would like to stow my gear and spend some time with you before we go to bed, I said.


We got back to the Enclave without further delay. The staff manning the operations stations caught a glimpse of me entering the operations area.


Good evening to you Kriegen and may we be the first to say welcome home.


Thank you for that cheerful welcome, but I would ask that you please not reveal that you have seen me please. I would also like to know if there is a location other then the Kunda Spaceport where I could set my ship at.

We have a location near the Enclave sir, if you would like I could send someone to bring the ship and set it down for you, Valanis said.

Yes please go ahead and do so please my love, I said.


Valanis left immediately and after an hour I heard the rumbling of the engines from my ship as it rushed over the skies and the landscape of Dantooine. I could not believe how finely tuned the engines sounded; much like the sound of a sleeping baby, breathing in perfect rhythm and not even stirring a bit.


Here is your ship safe and sound my love, Valanis said. I wanted to know why you did not just simply leave the ship at the spaceport, she asked.


I have items on board that people would like to steal in order to make a few extra credits, I said. What I have in here is a gift for the entire planet, and I intend to make sure that it is delivered to the people of Dantooine.


I think that it is time that we get some rest now Kriegen, Valanis said. Though before we do I would like to talk with you about your halo-communication earlier, Valanis said.


What about it, I asked.

You seemed to be rather upset, almost like you were planning to walk away from the Dark Brotherhood, she said.


I have been on an assignment for so long, and watched a lot of people get hurt or killed and there was nothing that I could do to save them, I said. 


Yes but you know that people always die during a conflict, Valanis said.


I understand this, but I had warned their leaders that their enemies were coming to attack them and they wanted no part of it, nor did they actually wish to listen to a single thing I had to say.


Valanis approached me and pulled me into a warm embrace and held me there for quite a while before she said that she understood why the council declared that I needed a break. I just hope that when my time off is done that I will be welcomed back, I said.

Dear I do not believe that they would expel you for being human, it sounds like you had an extremely difficult assignment that you did your very best to carry it out, but due to stupidity on the part of the leaders of the village you couldn’t carry it out and therefore had to do what you could, she said. It is understandable that you would feel the way you do, she said. I think that what you really need is a good night sleep, so let’s head to bed, things will look brighter in the morning, she said taking him by the hand and leading him to bed.


The following morning shortly after Kriegen and Valanis awoke the two began their day as they had always done, training, meditation, showering, and finally breakfast. This time they decided to forgo the training and just stuck to the meditation and breakfast. The last thing that Kriegen had needed was to deal with training after what he had dealt with before, he was here for not just the holidays, but to heal both physically and mentally, Valanis thought.


Members of the government of Kunda approached the Enclave demanding to speak with Valanis.


Can I help you sirs, Valanis asked in a puzzled tone?


We have reports that a ship arrived last night and asked that the Communications logs be deleted and we wanted to know if you had any knowledge of it or not, the leader asked.


Rather than seeing what kind of lie she could come up with, I came into the room. Good morning gentlemen and ladies. I was the one who asked that the logs be deleted, I said.


Who is this they asked.


Do you not recognize Kriegen VanWyck, his parents were Jedi Knights who were forced down on this world after the fall of the Old Republic, and they began helping the people of Dantooine with problems, and Kriegen was trained as a Jedi as well and did the same upon their deaths at the hands of Mandalorian Raiders, Valanis said. He is also Administrator Valrais’s Godson as well.


Oh so you’re the Kriegen VanWyck that we have heard so much about over the years, it is very nice to meet you, but that doesn’t explain why you had the communications logs deleted and all traces of your arrival deleted as well, they said.


I did it so that I could surprise the Administrator, plus I also have some things that I would like to give to all of the people of Dantooine and I wanted to have them all gather here at the Enclave so I could do so, I said. I do hope that I did not cause too much of a problem for you, if so I do apologize for any trouble that I may have been, it was not my intention.

 No it was no trouble, it is just our job to investigate any communications or any other kind of discrepancy that might arise is all. Does the Administrator know that you are on Dantooine yet, or are you wanting to keep that a secret, they asked.

No I had planned to have Valanis contact her today and tell her that there was something here at the Enclave that demanded her attention, I said.


Well the holiday will be here tomorrow, so we might want to have her come today, they said.


Valanis would you please call the Administrator and ask her to please come to the Enclave for a little while if you would not mind please, I asked.

Sure I will go do that now if you would like, Valanis asked.


Wait a moment, I said and turned my attention back to the group sitting in front of me. Are we finished here, or is there anything else that you need to have clarified for you, I asked.


No Kriegen I think that we are finished here, but we would ask that we get to be on hand for when the Administrator arrives so that we can hand our report in to her immediately, they said.


Ladies and Gentlemen I don’t think that there is really any need to write up a report over something like this do you, I said with a suggestive wave of my hand and push through the force.


They looked at one another and nodded their heads in agreement with what I had just suggested and said no I do not believe that there is, it seems that all you were interested in doing is planning a surprise for the Administrator which is perfectly understandable, but you don’t need to use a force suggestion on us to get us to agree with you though, they said.


Who said I was playing off the fact that I got caught. I had a little kink in my wrist that I needed to take care of as well as an itch on my arm thank you, I said. Valanis please go ahead and send the message please and tell her that it is urgent that she gets here, I asked nicely looking at our guests.


Yes I will Kriegen, I shall return in just a moment or so, she replied as she left the room.


Ladies and Gentlemen we were getting ready to have breakfast, would you be interested in joining us, or do you have pressing matters to attend to, I asked.


The message has been sent dear, Valanis said returning. Now are you ready to have breakfast, she asked.

Yes and we will be hosting guests as well, I am sure also the Administrator will be probably wanting something as well, so I think that we should set a plate and such for her as well, I said.


Will you have enough for everyone, they asked.


Yes we will, Administrator Valaris has seen to it that we are supplied on a regular basis since before I was born, and now since we have taken the militia and a training facility on here at the Enclave, so please do not worry, I said. Once we are finished with breakfast we can show you what we are doing here, that is if you would be interested in such things, I asked.


We wouldn’t mind seeing your day to day actions here, and how training is conducted with the militia, they said. We have observed how the militia is in a fight and they do their jobs more than proficiently, they said.

About an half hour later while everyone was still in the conference room chatting, Administrator Valaris came walking in. Hello everyone, what was so important that I had to be here quickly, she asked.


Well I figured that with my arrival that would be important enough for you, but I may be mistaken, I said standing up and turning to face the Administrator.


Kriegen, is that you, she said in amazement? By the force it is, she said as she came running up to me and grabbing me and pulling me into a very powerful embrace. Oh my when did you get in, she asked.


Yes Godmother it is me, and to answer your next question, I actually got in last night, I said. I wanted to surprise you at your office, but there was a bit of an issue, I should say. I asked the communications officer at the Dantooine Orbital Tracking Station to please delete all record of my arrival including communications traffic, this way I could surprise you, I said.


Well you have managed to surprise me for certain. I am very happy to see you, but you look like something is terribly wrong sweetie, what is it?


It’s nothing, this is a happy occasion no need to drown it with my problems, I said.


Yes but Kriegen your problems are important to me though, Valaris said. So please tell me what is going on, she added.


I just had an assignment that was not so great, I had warned the leaders of a village that an enemy was approaching their location and that they needed to prepare to fight, but they would not heed my warning and as a result, the entire village which had women and children in it were slaughtered like they were nothing, I said.


If that is the case, then you did all that you could to try to save them, Valaris said. You should not blame yourself my son.


I understand that I shouldn’t but I do, Kriegen said. Now I have a gift for the entire world of Dantooine that I would like to give whenever it is possible, I said.


No problem, I will call the other leaders and have them send their people over right away, Valaris said.


Thank you mother, I replied.


Two hours later people began to come in waves like starving men to a banquet.


I have gathered the people of Dantooine here as I promised you I would, Valaris said.


Thank you mother, I said and turned my attention to the people of Dantooine. Ladies and Gentlemen before I arrived home, I stopped off at Nar Shaddaa and found seeds that would be able to be harvested here and worked out a deal to obtain the entire supply which is now sitting in the cargo hold of my ship. It is my plan to give it to you all so that you might be able to feed your families that much more, so please follow me to my ship and I will begin to pass the seed out to everyone.

Moments later we arrived at my ship and the people quickly formed a single file line, which I ended up turning into several lines. After several hours it got down to the very last family and I still had several containers of seed remaining; now the question would be what to do with the remaining amounts.


Kriegen would you be willing to place the remaining seed in the cargo hold of the Enclave, Valaris asked.


I was actually thinking that the militia might actually plant it so that way if there should be a shortage then they could come to the Enclave and get some of the crop, and help feed their families, plus there should be extra seed from the crops as well that they could use to grow more, I said.

That would be a good idea as well, she said.


Later that evening back at the Enclave, Valaris, Valanis, and Kriegen began their celebration of the holiday, they had Bantha steaks, and so much more, the militia also joined us for dinner as well. 


During dinner I stood and made an announcement to the militia regarding the seed. I would ask that you take the seed and plant it as soon as you possibly can. This seed once it has grown is to be used as a reserve in case of the seed handed out to the people not growing. Please feel free to take some of the crop to feed everyone here, but if there are seeds then I ask that you replant them and see if they will grow to replace what is taken, I said.

Very well we can make sure that if there are any seeds that they are immediately replanted, they said. We would also like the express our deepest thanks and appreciation to you for obtaining this new seed, Administrator Valaris said. Just like your parents, you are once again looking out for the people of Dantooine and ensuring that they want for nothing and that there is more than enough to feed everyone, she said.


Why wouldn’t I make sure that my people are taken care of, I care about the people of Dantooine since I am a part of them. I was born here and raised here after all, you above all others know this mother, I said. If I can do something to help then you know that I will do whatever I can, I said.


I wish that I had known that you were coming, cause I would have gotten you something, Valaris said.


Mother I have no need of anything, just your being in my life and making sure that everyone here at the Enclave and on Dantooine are taken care of is all I have ever wanted, I said. You have given me the greatest gift of all, after my parents were killed you raised me the rest of the way and during my early childhood you and the militia helped with continuing my training and expanding upon it, I said.

Yes I know we did and we were more than happy to do it also, Valaris said.


I understand this, but you also allowed me to remain at the Enclave not just training, but also residing here as well, most people would have insisted and demanded that I come live with them and no arguments would have been allowed, and quite possibly I would have been treated differently by someone else. You treated me and still continue to treat me like your flesh and blood. So you see that you have given me the greatest gift ever, I pointed out.


She stood up and walked over to me and said Kriegen your parents would be very proud of you, I know I am, she said and gave him a big hug.


It was later in the evening not exactly sure what time it was, but people started getting tired, so I offered them quarters here at the Enclave for those who did not already reside here, many accepted my gracious invitation, but many others decided that it was best that they got back home instead and thanked us for a wonderful evening. Among the departing guests were the members of the committee who had come to investigate the communications and Tracking Station incident as they chose to call it.

Kriegen we were very impressed with your facility as well as how the militia are trained, they said, but most importantly we are most impressed with your giving nature and how you just gave a whole bunch of seed and grain to the entire population of Dantooine without thought of reward, they said.


You mistaken the last part sir, I was rewarded. I will sleep better at night knowing that the people here on Dantooine will be able to provide that much more for their families and that I helped to ensure that, I said.


Well your idea of reward and mine are apparently two different definitions, but I like yours the best, he said as he and his party left.


The following morning I decided to wake up earlier than Valanis, and made my way into the communications center. When I arrived there I asked for a scrambled call to House Hoth so I could check in with the leadership.


Hello Kriegen and how are things going with you today? Before you answer that though we would like to wish you a happy holiday first, the man said.

They are going a lot better for me sir, this is exactly what I have been in need of, I said. I would also like to ask that when I get the way I was that I be allowed to be taken off of the assignment listing and placed on a mandatory rest and relaxation period, I added.


The image smiled and simply replied, consider it done Kriegen. I would also like to point out that you look a lot better than you did when you first came back after that assignment.


Now on to business, did you read the report from that particular assignment, I asked.


Yes I did, and if you do not mind me saying you were not at fault. The leaders of the town/village did not wish to listen to your warnings, there was nothing that you could have done. You are not to blame at all, nor was this a failure, he said.


Kriegen it is the holidays, we will speak of this no further, he said. Now go and be with your immediate family, he said.


Yes sir, I replied. I just wish that you all could be here as well since all of you are my family as well, I said.

Maybe next year we will do what we can to try to be there, but for now go be with your immediate family and have a good time and the image shimmered out of existence.


A few days later I was getting ready to head back to the House, there was the usual group there to see me off, Valanis, Valaris, the militia, but then there were some new faces, representatives from the other communities had come to see me off and to inform me that they had something each to give me as their way of saying thank you and that they would not accept no for an answer either.


Each representative was accompanied by a woman, this was rather odd until they handed the gift to me and the lady kissed me on the cheek and hugged me saying that this was from every woman in their town/village.


What was all this for, I asked.


You bought and handed out seed and grain to the entire world of Dantooine and you did so without hesitation and used your own money at that, they said. So this is our way and theirs of saying thank you so much, they said.


It was my pleasure and I was glad that I could do something, I said. I got ready to head up the loading ramp of my ship when I saw Valanis and Valaris standing there.


Were you planning on leaving without so much as a good bye hug and kiss from us, Valanis asked.


There is no way I could do that, I said as I scooped her up into my arms and kissed her long, hard, and extremely passionately. When it came to my mother, I gave her a big hug and felt a tear run down my face.


Kriegen what is it; she asked wiping away the tear.


I am just thankful for everything that I have is all. I have the means to help people out who really need it, and most importantly I have you and Valanis both, I could ask for nothing more, I said.


Well son no matter what we are always here for you, she said and gave him yet another big hug, now you take care of yourself, she added.


I will mother and thank you for everything, I said.


I boarded my ship and as I looked over the landscape of Dantooine near the ground where my parents home once stood, a couple of force ghost appeared, it was my parents waving me off, and for the first time I truly felt at peace.


I would like to say speaking not as Kriegen VanWyck but the writer. May all the members of the Dark Jedi Brotherhood have a safe and blessed holiday, and if there are any fellow Witches other then myself then Blessed Yule Brothers and Sisters.









Happy Holidays to you all.

· Joseph D. VanWyck -
