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„Why do you encourage him to follow your steps?” asked Cassiri Andaris, mother of eight years old Lithar. „You know that being a military officer is extremely dangerous. Each day, I feel strong fear that you may not return home.”

„It is a backwater planet,” replied Anathan Andaris, her husband and father of their son, Lithar. „Nothing really happens here.”

„It is still a very dangerous job. Do you remember Xelarin?” asked his wife again.

Anathan's face turned pale as his wife reminded him the greatest disappointment of his life, insufficient protection from the Empire, which he, as a Imperial military officer had trusted so much, against the Rebel scums, who had attacked his homeworld and had forced him and his family to move to another planet. He looked like if he was going to hit his wife, if she said one more word about it.

„Do not remind me about it. I have dreamt about serving the Empire all my life. I graduated from the Imperial Academy and loyally served the Empire since then. The rulers of the Empire have failed me,” Anathan spoke angrily. „However, it does not mean that virtues like courage, loyalty and determination have lost their value. I want to raise Lithar in respect to such values.”

„He does not have to become a soldier or an officer!” shouted Cassiri.

„Of course, he does not!” replied her husband. „He does not have to be a part of an army to earn for living.”

„But you know that he admires you so much,” said Cassiri. „He will do anything to be like you and you do not do anything to prevent him from following your career.”

„Dear wife, we have discussed it so many times.” explained Anathan with a sigh. „Local law requires him to serve in the planetary defense units for a full year as soon as he reaches required age. I cannot forbid him to do so, as these are the official regulations and we cannot disobey them, because we live here.”

„I know that, but you should make him aware of possible threats and discourage him from becoming a full-time soldier! I could not live, if I lost any of you!”

„You always said that we need to give him a free choice about his future,” said Anathan. „I will not encourage to become a soldier nor discourage him from doing so. I will talk to him and explain pros and cons of the military career again and again, but I will never forbid him to apply to the Academy.”

„I hope that you will keep your promise and that your discussions with Lithar will cover ALL possible threats of the military career. I would never forgive you, if you did not do so.”

„My dear, I would never forgive myself, if Lithar got killed, because he would like to follow my example. However, I am not going to force him to abandon his dreams, no matter of all.”

Cassiri looked at her husband angrily and turned back from him. „If anything from happens to him, you will be responsible for it. Now, I need to cook dinner for our son. He will be back from his martial arts training soon.” 
