The Geonosian cried out in terrified clicks and garbling, only to be swiftly silenced when its chitinous hide broke beneath a stomp fueled by rage. In the pitch black tunnels that twisted endlessly only the strongest would survive the incoming onslaught, if any did. The being that had suddenly emerged from the shadows was quickly making its way closer. In other locations around the city, other groups of intruders had managed to slip into the tunnel system below and engage the Geonosians on their own turf. Deep within the hidden corners of this system was a large chamber carved to be spacious and was connected to many rooms laden with pale, squirming eggs. It was here that the Queen was despondently keeping tabs on her children as they tried to hold back the tide.  What had begun as a successful incursion to destroy the intruders had quickly devolved into a rout as they formed walls of armor and their stingers of plasma that the enemy’s strongest warriors waved about. As she felt the reverberating pain of another child lost to death, she choked back a sea of regrets as she realized her intentions to save her people…may have destroyed them.

“This is Drol, do you copy Command? I repeat, do you copy? I have discovered the central chamber of the hive beneath Aliso City.”

Answered only by static and the shuffling of the squad behind him, Kul growled low to himself and waved to the glowing helmet lights behind him. With their illumination he had been able to make it this far, though the trip had cost him four good lives already. Now it was he and three others who were left to find the source of this surprise attack against Plagueis. His temper had begun to flare more as the caves seemed to never end, but after a brief resistance from some of the insects, his squad had managed to find themselves in a hollowed out room. It was wide enough that the small helm lights could pierce to the other side and Kul could not shake the feeling that they were not alone.
“Spread out and search the room. This is where their Queen may be lurking. If sighted, shoot to kill.”
Apparently she had very good hearing, because as soon as the words left his lips a massive form raised itself into their view where it had been lying amongst the rocks. The Queen was of monstrous form, due to its job of producing eggs, but it moved with surprising speed and bashed aside one of the troopers before they could react. Her elite guard emerged from the walls at a mental nudging from her and flew into the center of the cavern to form a protective wall. Blaster fire became entangled with the liquid-sounding blasts of the insects’ weapons. As his men spread out to encircle and fire, Kul activated his saber and raised it towards the Queen.

“I would not have done this had we met under different circumstances, Queen. You attacked my people, though, and so now you get me. You lived in the shadows, but now you will die by one.”
