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35 ABY, streets of Nar Shaddaa,
Lithar Andaris discreetly looked around. His suspicions got confirmed. Three people, a Rodian and two Humans, were following him for quite some time. They did not seem to be simple thugs, but more like mercenaries or bounty hunters. They did not seem to be regular thugs, but they were mercenaries or bounty hunters more likely. He had completed few missions on Nar Shadda and he might have made few of local crime lords angry at him, so it was possible that one of them hired mercenaries to get rid of him as soon as he appeared on the planet. Presence of the hired guns following him would definitely make it much more difficult to complete his current assignment from the Summit of Clan Odan-Urr, so he had to depose the trio before they would be able to interfere with his mission.

The Lieutenant Colonel turned to one of the dark alleys, which was blocked by a wall a hundred meters from the main street or so. As he had expected, the trio followed him. However, they did not expect the welcome party that their target prepared for them to happen. When he heard the Rodian giving him an order to surrender or be killed, he immediately turned around. The mercenaries noticed that he was holding a E-11 Blaster Rifle, but they actions were too slow.

Lithar Andaris quickly aimed at the Rodian, who seemed to be the leader of the group, and killed him with a single shot that hit the mercenary precisely between his eyes. The remaining two hostiles looked for any kind of protection against blaster shots, but only one of the humans managed to hide behind a large durasteel container. The other one got hit with a blaster bolt into his right leg. He screamed in pain, but the scream got cut by two shots hitting him into his right arm and head.

The last of the mercenaries crouched behind the container and tried to aim at his target, but the Lieutenant Colonel pinned him down with heavy suppresive fire, which made it impossible for the man to make even the slightest move. Lithar moved slowly towards man's position still continuing to keep his enemy at bay with suppresive fire. Soon, the mercenary panicked and left his hideout running away. He did not make it far, as he got hit in his back two seconds later. He fell on the ground, unable to move due to damaged spine.

Lithar walked towards his enemy, kneeled down to hear the attacker clearly and asked, „Are there any more of pathetic mercenaries like you hired to make an attempt to kill me? Tell me the truth and I will kill you to spare you unnecessary pain.”

„Just two more,” answered the mercenary with his voice trembling due to the pain. „They should arrive here in a moment to check, why we have not reported back yet.”

„I see. Tell me one more thing. Who has hired you to kill me?” asked the Lieutenant Colonel.

„If I tell you, I will be dead,” said the hired gun with difficulties.

„You are going to be dead anyway,” replied Lithar Andaris. „You will die here in pain before anyone finds you and all they will find would be your decaying corpse. Why do you care?”

„Fine,” spoke the bounty hunter. „Lord Lamma wanted to see you dead.”

„It seems that I will pay him a visit sooner or later to discuss his very unfortunate decision,” replied the Lieutenant Colonel and killed the paralysed opponent with a single blaster shot aimed at man's head. „Thank you for your cooperation.”

He stood up and carefully walked towards the main street, where he expected to meet the remaining two mercenaries. Few seconds later he noticed a small part of a lekku sticking out from behind the corner. His enemies had already been waiting for him, but he did not want to give them an opportunity to kill him. He carefully aimed at the lekku and shot. A scream of pain was a reward that he received for hitting it. A wounded Twi'lek male tripped and made few steps forward in order to maintain balance. It was enough for the Lieutenant Colonel to shot twice in the direction of the Twi'lek. Both blaster bolts hit his target and the dead body fell on the ground with a dull sound.

Learning the fate of his companion, the last mercenary, a Togruta male run from his cover towards his enemy screaming and shooting from his blaster pistol. However, he did not aim at all and his shots did not pose any threat to his enemy. Thus, Lithar Andaris aimed carefully at the screaming alien and killed the third enemy with a headshot.

With all his opponents dead, the Lieutenant Colonel attached his E-11 Blaster Rifle to his back and moved away from the combat scene looking around carefully, in case that there were more mercenaries following him. Fortunately, there were no more stupid hired guns around and no one paid attention to a shoot-out in the dark alley. Such events were quite typical for Nar Shaddaa and no one really cared about them, even though Lithar Andaris was sure that Lamma, a local Hutt crime lord, would surely care about wasting his money.
