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The scene of AT-ATs approaching the Rebel base on Hoth was probably the scene that defines my experience with Star Wars. It was an epic moment, when the Empire released its wraith upon their enemies showing that despite losing the first Death Star, it was still a dangerous and potent foe, who was able to retaliate with deadly force. This scene (alongside few others, but primarily this one) has also caused me love the Empire more than Rebels despite the fact that the Empire is shown as the bad guys. The scene showed the power of the Empire, the fact that it possessed powerful army and star fleet that it was going to use to strike its enemies, who threatened peace, stability and prosperity in the Galaxy (even if the Galaxy was to be ruled by the evil Sith).

The AT-ATs, alongside the star destroyers of various classes (primarily the Victory-class star destroyers and the Imperial-class star destroyers), were the symbol of power and majesty of the Empire. They also showed the iron (durasteel?) grip of the Empire. They might be slow, they might get knocked down by the Rebel airspeeders, but they actually moved persistently to eliminate the threat posed by the Rebels. The tool of inevitable punishment for Rebels' crimes. Virtually nothing could have stopped the Empire (damn you, Skywalkers!), when it moved across the Galaxy to bring peace and justice (even though it was quite a bit harsh justice). The AT-ATs were a symbol of that. Slow, but heavily armoured and well-armed were both a deadly weapon and a mean of transport for numerous troopers. It is a win-win situation.
