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Xantros pointed to a lonely guard standing on the back of the top secret research facility of the New  Republic. After twenty four hours of observing the complex, the Duros and his companion, human Jerex Alis, came to the conclusion that it was the weak point of the security of the complex. There was just one guard, who was changed once every eight hours. Once every two hours a patrol made it route to the back of the facilty. The main entrance of the complex was guarded much more heavily with multiple guards standing next to the door and the patrol appeared there more often than at the rear side of the bulding. Though there was just a small door, it was probably the easiest way to get inside the building without getting noticed too early. Ventillation shafts visible just below the roof might be used as a quick and safe escape way, if it would necessary to leave the complex in hurry.

It was going to be an extremely important and an extremely difficult mission. According to a heavily coded transmission intercepted by the operatives of the Emperor's Hammer Dark Brotherhood, the research facility housed a secret of a formula of a virus that was capable of targetting and killing the Force users only. It was necessary to steal the formula and to destroy any already produced parts of the virus. It had to be a quick in and out mission, as an all-out attack was not possible due to the risk of releasing the virus. Two people were necessary to carry it out, but they had to be chosen carefully. Thus, when Xantros got assigned to carry out the mission, he decided to take Jerex Alis with him.

It was definitely going to be a difficult mission. However, Jerex Alis was not just another companion. He was a well-prepared and experienced biohazard specialist that was also a well-trained soldier and a gifted Force user. A rare mix that would be extremely helpful during the mission, unless the virus got released somehow. Hopefully it would not, as none of its specific characteristics were known to the Emperor's Hammer Dark Brotherhood operatives.

Both the Krath and the Sith awaited for the patrol to leave the area, so that they could knock the guard out and enter the facility unnoticed by anyone as there were no surveillance cameras there. It was a terrible neglect of safety protocols, but probably no one expected an attack.

„Well, no one expects the Krathish Inquisition,” thought Xantros, when he knocked out the guard and entered the complex with his companion.

The Duros and the Human walked quickly through the corridors of the complex that seemed to be abandonded. Everything was perfectly clean and put in perfect order like if no one had ever touched anything. It was quite strange. Xantros looked at his companion, who nodded to answer a silent question. They both thought that it might have been a trap set for the enemies of the New Republic. However, they did not want to leave the building yet as they had their mission to carry out. They could not abandon the mission just because the research complex looked strange. They continued their way to the lower levels of the building, looking carefully around and seeking for any sign of the virus. They found it soon, on the first level of the complex below the ground.

As soon as they reached it, they noticed the first body in a military uniform. It was a dead human. His presence immediately alerted the Sith and the Krath that something was wrong. Jerex moved towards the body and examined it. There were no traces of any wound or any other trauma like broken neck. However, he was certain that the man was dead. It made the duo move even more cautiously. As they proceeded down the complex, they noticed more and more dead bodies. All of them were humans. They were scattered all over the floor and even on the lower levels of the facility.

„How could that happen? How could no one on the ground realize what had happened here?” asked Xantros disturbed with what he saw.

„There is only one explanation that I can come up with and I do not like it at all,” answered Jerex.

„What is it?” inquired the Krath.

„They are obviously dead, but I believe that they might be dead just for few hours. There are no signs of decay. They must have died very recently, even though I can see effects of rigor mortis of their bodies. Probably few hours ago,” explained the human.

„But what about the laboratory on the ground? Why it seems to be completely abandonded?” continued the Duros.

„Probably a way to distract possible attackers for a moment,” said the Sith. „It would give enough time for the scientists down here to prepare themselves for destruction of the laboratory and for their own escape.”

„Or death,” added Xantros showing dead bodies with is right hand.

„Yes, but I believe that it was an accident,” said Jerex. „They have probably released a virus by an accident. It happens in such laboratories.”

„But, if they died recently, the virus may still be active,” shouted Xantros. „We should leave this place at once and get quarantined, before the virus spreads!”

„It is not true,” disagreed the Human and coughed.

„What do you mean?” asked the Duros.

„Have you seen any other species than Humans?” asked the Sith in the answer. „No. This virus, whatever it is and whatever it does, probably attacks only Humans.”

„Not the Force users?” inquired the Krath.

„I am almost sure that it is the virus intended to kill the Force users as I can feel that it weakens me quickly,” explained Jerex and bended in a heavy attack of coughing. „However, it seems that it affects only Humans and all of them, but it does not affect you.”

„At least not to the extent that I could notice,” replied Xantros.

„Yes, which means that the virus got released by an accident,” said the Human.

„Or through an act of sabotage, because the guards outside are not yet aware of the situation,” added the Duros.

„Possibly, but I am sure of one thing. I will not make it alive out of this place,” said the Sith.

„I will not let you die here,” promised the Krath as his companion was a too resourceful asset to waste it just like that.

„Be honest, my state is worsening very quickly,” spoke Jerex. „I will help you set the explosives all over the lab, but I will not be able to leave this complex.”

„Save your energy, I can handly on my own,” replied Xantros.

„You can, but I have the knowledge how to make the damage to the facility the most extensive. And I am afraid that I would be unable to survive even in state of deep meditation and we would need to leave this facility before I could enter meditation,” explained the Human.

The Duros looked at his companion. Of course, Jerex was correct. The Human would not survive long enough to take him to a proper medical facility. The Krath did not want to let his companion die, even though merely for his usefulness sake only. Reluctantly, he nodded.

„Fine, help me,” agreed Xantros.

Both followers of the dark side of the Force acted as quickly as they only could. It was primarily the Duros, who planted the explosives in places suggested by his companion, as the Human's state was getting worse and worse rapidly. Finally, half an hour later, the charges were set.

„Go now, I will stay and detonate the explosives. Just remember to inform our allies that you need to get decontaminated and quarantined so that you avoid spreading the disease among our forces,” reminded Jerex.

Xantros nodded and looked at the Human. It was a moment, when he realized how much he was going to miss Jerex. They successfully complete so many missions together that he could not count them all. Sith's expertise in bioweapons was so useful that the Krath always wanted to had him as a companion on missions that might involve any tool of biological warfare. He learned to depend on Jerex's knowledge and experience very much. Probably too much. Despite the fact that he was somehow attached to the Human and he considered him to be an extremely valuable companion, his death might be a better solution of the real problem. Whole mission made Xantros realize that he should have not form such a strong bond with another person. Even though he often needed to use help of other people, he should have never create bonds with them, because while their knowledge and skills might make him stronger, the bond itself might mkae him much weaker. It was a painful lesson, but also a necessary one.

With no further delays, the Duros moved towards the exit of the research complex. They spent there almost two hours, so he had very little time to leave it before the patrol would get to the back of the facility. He hurried up and disappeared in the jungle around the complex just before the patrol reached the back of the building. Soon after, Xantros heard a loud sound of explosion. With the complex destroyed, his bond with Jerex was also destroyed and he could carry out his future missions freely.
