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11518
35 ABY, an undisclosed Lotus base of operations, unknown location
Marcus Frieger, a high-ranked operative of the Inquisitorious, woke up in a dark, small room. He looked around and realized that it was a prison cell. It was six by six feet large and grey walls had no decorations. An uncomfortable bad, a small durasteel table and a single durasteel chair were the only furnitures in the cell. He wondered how he had got there for a moment, but soon recalled that he had been captured by members of the Lotus resistance, who had managed to inject something, probably some kind of a neurotoxin, into his bloodstream. He did not know what was its location, but he expected to be in one of bases of the rebellious group.

Suddenly, the cell door slammed open and a relatively tall Duros entered the room. Few scares on his face allowed Marcus to realize that it was Augur Xantros, one of the most significant members of Clan Odan-Urr, the followers of the light side, who caused a lot of troubles to the Inquisitorious. The Duros looked at the prisoner with contempt and said, „You are lucky to be alive. My man have not killed you only because of my direct order.”

„I have no idea, how could I deserve such a special treatment,” replied Marcus with a kind smile.

„We do not have time to waste on your foolish games,” spoke the Augur. „I have been allowed to question you before you will be executed.”

„What if I refuse to cooperate with you?” asked the Human curiously.

„I have been unanimously given the right to use any means necessary to make sure that you decide to cooperated,” answered Xantros.

„It is your famous democracy, isn't it?” asked the prisoner.

„We never let a single person to make so important decisions,” explained the Duros. „It is way too easy to make a grevious mistake. However, you do not seem to be bothered by this.”

„We, at least, know exactly, who is responsible for making a given decision,” replied Marcus. „Thanks to that, we may punish a guilty person, if necessary. Anyway, what about my human rights?”

„You are a convicted killer and a member of the Inquisitorious,” said the Augur angrily. „You do not have any rights.”

„How could have I been trialed without a right to defend myself?” asked the Human.

„Your crimes have spoken for themselves,” answered Xantros with his voice distorted by stong anger. „If you had tried to speak for yourself, it would have meant
 that you would have felt guilty.”

„What if I had remained silent?” asked the prisoner.

„If you had remained silent, it would have meant that you would have had nothing to say, because you would have known that you had been guilty,” explained the Duros with cold hatred in his voice.

„What a twisted logic!” shouted Marcus angrily too.

„It is the only one that may be applied to wicked murderers and criminals like you,” spoke the Augur with contempt.

„It is quite funny to hear people, who are responsible for thousands of deaths and even more people suffering from wounds, diseases and homelessness due to your so called quest to enstablish peace and prosperity, speakng about criminals and murderers,” smirked the Human.

„You are not in a position to teach us what is morally acceptable or not,” whispered Xantros and his eyes narrowed. „However, I am in a position to teach your comrades that it is highly unwise to challenge us and to stand in our way. Unfortunately, this lesson will cost you your life, but I hope your sacrifice, willing or unwilling, will help us save many much more valuable lives.”

„So you are simply going to kill me, just because me and my comrades make it harder for you to impose your point of view and your philosophy all over the Galaxy?” asked the prisoner.

„Well, you are both correct and incorrect,” explained the Duros. „Yes, you stand on our way to the victory, so we need to get rid of you and your companions to achieve victory and rule the Galaxy. However, I am not going to kill you just like that. You will suffer a very long and extremely painful death. I shall record it and send the film along your body to your comrades to show them what we are going to do with them one by one.”

„It seems that you are not going to hesitate from anything to achieve your goals,” spoke Marcus.

„We have already done many terrible things. We must achieve victory as only it will allow us to justify our means,” explained the Augur. „Now, you shall go with me.”
