Unexpected message

Augur Xantros

11518
35 ABY, few systems away from Caperion system, Unknown Regions
A small task force of House Excidium awaited in a star system located nearby Caperion system. Members of the House took part in an unusual mission. After an unexpected and humilitating defeat during last raid to gather resources necessary to sustain functioning of the House, they were desperate enough in their quest to acquire resources that they decided to turn against their own comrades, members of House Imperium.

Shadow Nighthunter, leader of Battleteam Tacitus Athanasius, managed to obtain information about routes of patrols and freighters that transported supplies for House Imperium. Thanks to that, forces of House Excidium were able to set a trap that was aimed to intercept such transport. However, only few key members of House Excidium were aware of what was going to happen and even they were given access to only as much knowledge as it was necessary for them to carry out their duties during the mission. Ships that were chosen for the mission had their identification signals modified to match signals of various New Republic ships from all over the Galaxy, in order to limit risk of getting recognized by members of House Imperium.

Surprisingly, the mission turned out to be extremely easy, much easier than anyone had expected it to be. The escort of the transports was minimal, including only few fighters and one corvette. The defenders were quickly overwhelmed by the surprise attack of larger task force of House Excidium with fighters destroyed and the corvette incapacitated within few minutes from the start of the battle. The rest of the defenders surrendered in order to avoid destruction from the hands of attackers.

Soon after, members of the House Excidium task force went aboard captured ships and the small fleet jumped into the hyperspace to move to a safe rendevouz point, where they were going to meet the rest of the fleet of the House and to inspect the contents of the freighters. When they did it, they were shocked by what they found in the ships. Alara Deathbane read a letter that was seemingly left by members of House Imperium on the flagship of the small cargo fleet.

We know about your failure in the last raid. Consider this transport of resources and weapons as our gift for you. This is why its escort was so small. We were afraid that you might not be able to defeat any larger task force. We did not want to make it harder for you than it was necessary without making you suspicious about difficulty of the raid. The fighters were piloted by former prisoners without any flight experience, who did not know what was the goal of their mission, but who had been promised freedom in exchange for their assistance. That is why you have managed to destroy them so easily. The corvette had only skeleton crew, which could not successfully defend the ship from your attack. You may even return to the corvette, in order to repair it and to incorporate it into your armada. We will gladly see it serve the glory of the Empire, even if in service of spies and pirates. We hope that you will find good use of our small gift for you.  Otherwise, we would be extremely unhappy with your incompetence and inability to fulfill the wishes of our noble Emperor.
The members of House Excidium, who heard or read the letter, were utterly shocked that their secret mission had somehow been revealed to House Imperium prior its launch. Someone betrayed them or their comrades of House Imperium had more efficient spies than any member of House Excidium had ever expected them to be. No matter of what, the letter and the fact that House Imperium was aware of Excidium's actions stirred up strong concern among leaders of House Excidium and required resolute and quick actions to solve the problem before it would turn out to affect Excidium's operations in general.
