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35 ABY, somewhere on the Hydian Way
Xantros could not wait for a signal from the scouting party of House Excidium. A VT-49 Decimator Veritas was looking for a suitable target to raid and subjugate it. The mission was very much like a pirate raid, but it was necessary under the circumstances. After fall of Judecca, Clan Scholae Palatinae and, in particular, House Excidium required substantial amounts of resources to rebuild their forces. Especially, if one considered the rumours about an upcoming war between Clans of the Dark Jedi Brotherhood and current plans of the Imperial Clan, which were made to conquer Caperion system and to make it new capital of the Empire. However, the situation required unorthodox methods of acting and thus, the summit of House Excidium decided to turn the House into a pirates-themed unit, choosing flexibility of ships over their firepower, but limited role.

At that moment, fleet of House Excidium was waiting for the signal from the scouting party to engage a battle. Despite the fact that Xantros was a seasoned veteran of numerous conflicts and a powerful Force user, he was excited to rush into the battle. Thanks to the events that he had faced during his journey away from the territories and politics of the Dark Jedi Brotherhood, he had found a new zeal to fight for the Empire. Of course, Clan Scholae Palatinae was only as useful as it would allow him to spread his new philosophy of the Fore, but it did not make him less loyal to the Imperial Clan. He wished it to be successful, at least for as long as it served his goal, because its success meant greater chances for his own success.

Finally, the scouting party signalled that they had found a small group of merchant ships that carried a valuable cargo – a huge amount of lommite that was utilized in production of transparisteel, which was used to create windows and cockpits. Thus, there was a constant demand on transparisteel and one might get a nice lump of money for a large delivery. It made the merchant ships a target worth attacking. The ships were heading towards a backwater planet on the Hydian Way, where was a small orbital station present. It served as place to refuel ships and to obtain some basic goods, like food, before moving away from the Hydian Way. They would probably spend there some time to supply themselves and possibly buy some valuable goods, if available. The scouting party expected them to stay in the system for no longer than an hour.

Xantros' role was simple. He was a member of the away teams that were going to go aboard the metchant ships and to seize control over them. Nothing suggested that it would be a challenging task, as such ships did not have strong security teams aboard. It seemed that it was going to be an easy mission that would be a source of experience for recently hired crew and troopers of House Excidium. However, the Augur and all others were griefly mistaken and what they had expected to be a blue milk run quickly turned into a disaster.

The assault started as it had been planned. The fleet of House Excidium jumped out of the hyperspace and demanded an unconditional surrender of merchants. Even though the small orbital station did not have means to defend the merchants, the Imperials did not reveal their true identity, branding themselves as Interstellar Raiders, the name that they were going to use in the future as they wanted to hide their links to Clan Scholae Palatinae and to make themselves known and feared in the Galaxy at the same time.

However, their first mission did not bring them the desired reputation. Few minutes after the attack had been launched, another group of ships arrived at the system. They were immediately recognized by members of House Excidium as the navy of the First Order. The task force was not very large, but powerful enough to pose a significant threat to the fleet of House Excidium. They might even destroy it. Thus, before even the main phase of the space battle started, the ships of House Excidium were ordered to retreat to a rendevouz point. They managed to retreat without any casualties, because none of the away teams left the ships, so the fleet did not have to wait for their return.

The first mission of new fleet of House Excidium turned out to be a failure. However, it was also a vital lesson. Members of the House were determined to never make such a foolish mistake again. Their new name was going to be feared and the First Order was going to pay for their crime against the Empire.
