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Xantros looked at his fellow comrades of House Excidium in pensiveness. The House was divided. Recent events had brought unrest to the members of the House. Some of them declared openly that House Excidium should find a way to bolster its position, to expand its base of power and attain more resources, even if it had to secede from Clan Scholae Palatinae. Some others decided to remain loyal to Clan Scholae Palatinae, no matter of all. They believed that the Empire was far more important than petty interests of some of its members. They did not want to secede from the Imperial Clan, because they thought that it would be much better for them than rebelling against the legitimate authority of the Emperor.

They visited city of Ulr Uvi that was located on Ulress, the single moon of Albicosus, to sell goods that they had obtained during the last raid. Ulress was a perfect place for making such a shady deal as it was occupied by pirates and smugglers. They would gladly buy any valuable goods that they might later sell with profit or that they would find useful for their own goals. However, tensions between members of House Excidium put whole deal at risk. Only united forces of the House would be able to make sure that the pirates did not cheat on them or try to claim the goods for themselves with force. Excidium could only lose in such situation.

Xantros did not like the situation and its probable outcome. Weakening of House Excidium would result in weakening of Clan Scholae Palatinae as the whole. The Imperial Clan would lose its position among other Clans of the Dark Jedi Brotherhood. It would no longer be useful for his own goals to spread the belief into the Unity. It might even get destroyed by other Clans or dissolved by the order of the Grand Master, who would not see any purpose in allowing Clan Scholae Palatinae to exist any longer. Certainly, the Augur would be able to find a place in ranks of another Clan of the Brotherhood to spread his philosophy, but it would definitely significantly delay making his plan come true and make it much harder than he would like it to be.

The Duros decided to do something with that before it would be too late to prevent the disaster that was looming on the horizon. He gathered all members of House Excidium and made a speech.

Fellow Excidiacs, we are in a dire need of resources and money. Alone, we have no chance of survival. Any internal conflicts might tear our House apart. However, if we remain united, we may not only survive, but also become a significant force in the Galaxy. As a part of Clan Scholae Palatinae and its loyal servants we may become stronger and establish our base of power. We have an important mission right now. We cannot leave the Empire in such a crucial moment of its history. Without us, it will not be able to conquer Caperion system and establish a new dominion. Our own success depends on the success of the Imperial Clan. We must remain united in order to make sure that we will be able to achieve our own goals!
Xantros looked at his comrades again. They remained silent for a moment, but they finally agreed with him. The tensions calmed down, at least for some time. He was aware that they could break out again in the future, but the House was united by a common goal and they would face possible threats from the pirates together.
