Price of a war
Augur Xantros
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„War...war never changes...It only changes your plans...and yourself. It will test your personality and your ability to adjust your strategies...to adapt yourself...to survive in constantly changing environment and circumstances. Plan, but do not be blindly attached to your plans. Otherwise, you may find out that someone else planned something profoundly bad for you and it is too late to change anything.”
Xantros' personal comments
36 ABY, Nethal Archipelago, Ragnath, Caperion System
Xantros shook his head with an evil grin and looked around. Once again, the battleplan of Clan Scholae Palatinae had failed. What was supposed to be a series of surgically precise strikes turned into one large, chaotic battle. However, his task remained unchanged, despite new circumstances, because there were no better circumstances to cause chaos than the chaos itself. He was tasked with permanent elimination of all leaders of forces of the Meraxis Empire that he would encounter on his way throughout the battlefield. He had no actual plan, no specific rules and orders to follow, just a mission to complete successfully. Thanks to that, he was flexible as far as ways of achieving his goal that had been assinged to him by Augur Elincia Rei, Consul of Clan Scholae Palatinae, were concerned. Thus, he could adjust himself to the new circumstances, which actually turned out to be even more favourable to him, as moving unnoticed among the chaos of the battlefield was even easier than in a situation, when guards regularly patrolled perimeter of their camps and were on a lookout for an enemy.

And that was what Xantros was primarily doing. Hidden under the Force cloak, he moved all over the battlefield and took down leaders of the Meraxis Empire, no matter if they were Corporals or Colonels. Their rank or experience did not matter, the only fact that was important that they were organizing defences of the Meraxis Empire and Duros' task was to get rid of them in order to weaken the defence capabilities of the enemies of Clan Scholae Palatinae. He took out some targets based on his own choice, but sometimes other teams asked him to assist in conquering one camp of the Meraxis Empire or another. Each time, however, everything happened in accordance to a similar scenario.

The Augur, cloaked with the Force for most of the time, sneaked into the camp. He looked for all leaders present in the encampment of the Meraxis Empire and took each of them one by one. As it required him to drop his camouflage, he shot his targets from a safe distance, so that he would have enough time to focus on using the Force to disappear from people's sight. Thanks to that, he was capable of attacking from another part of the camp and killing another leader of the forces of the Meraxis Empire. Death coming from an almost invisible enemy caused chaos among soldiers of the Meraxis Empire, making them panic and disorganized their efforts against the armies of Clan Scholae Palatinae. In a suitable moment, the Imperial Clan attacked and quickly took over control of the encampent, because their enemies were far less effective during the battles after losing most of their leaders.

Xantros could not count how many leaders of the Meraxis Empire he killed during his mission. He infiltrated so many camps of the enemy forces that he was simply unable to account all kills that he scored. Each battle ensued in an even greater chaos and the Augur was getting more and more tired each time he had to use the Force to hide his presence from his enemies that he lost the track of the kills after thirteenth camp and it was only early afternoon, while the operation of the Imperial Clan lasted until very late evening just to let the troopers rest for a while. Until that time, majority of encampments of the Meraxis Empire on the Nethal Archipelago had been taken by the armies of Clan Scholae Palatinae, mostly thanks to the assistance of the Duros, who spent all day on killing enemy officers.

On the second day of the operation, Xantros was not as heavily utilized to get rid of the remaining cells of resistance of the Meraxis Empire, as the enemies of the Imperial Clan were demotivated and did not possess enough firepower to pose any significant threat to any the might of the Scholae Palatinae army. Also, the Augur was still tired after day long use of the Force and fighting countless enemies, despite the fact that he rested for whole night. Still, he infiltrated several more camps, in order to kill leaders of the resisting forces of the Meraxis Empire and he had to fight couple of times more.

Finally, after two days of the campaign, the conquest of the Nethal Archipelago was completed. Much work was done by Xantros, whose efforts significantly helped in defeating soldiers of the Meraxis Empire and reducing casualties among the forces of Clan Scholae Palatinae, but the victory could not have been achieved without bravery and selfless service of numerous troopers of the Imperial Clan. Despite Duros' efforts, many of them were killed during the campaign. It would take some time, before Clan Scholae Palatinae would be able to continue its quest to conquer the Meraxis Empire, whole Ragnath and whole Caperion System for the glory of the Empire. However, Xantros was proud that he was a member of the Imperial Clan and that he could fight arm to arm with so many brave men and women that shared his values and served the Empire. He could only regret that despite doing his best to fulfill his mission and to make the Meraxis Empire more vulnerable to attacs of Clan Scholae Palatinae, he could not save more lives of loyal servants of the Imperial Clan. However, that time he was not going to resign from the path he was walking. Past experienced had taught him that while violence was not always a solution to a problem, even was not a solution in most cases actually, but the policy of total pacifism was neither a good choice. Casualties were an inevitable consequence of a war.xt time, he was just going to be more prepared and to perform even better, in order to protect his allies more efficiently, as it was the only thing that he could do.
