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Augur Xantros
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37 ABY, aboard ISD-II Sidious, Caperion System
The attack of the Meraxis Empire supported by the Collective forces was rather unexpected. Or rather, the attack itself was rather expected, but its scale and resources utilized to carry it out were not so much expected. Appearance of Retribution, an Imperial Star Destroyer fighting on the Meraxian side, introduced enough firepower to wreck chaos among the flottilas of Clan Scholae Palatinae. Soon, numerous ships of the Imperial Clan fell to the power of the Imperial Star Destroyer. Then, the enemy launched another phase of their attack, boarding Victory-class Star Destroyer Sidious. There could be only two reasons to do that – either to capture the ship and to utilize it against the hostile forces or to destroy it from inside. No matter of what the goal truly was, the attackers had to be stopped before they would achieve it.

Xantros was aware that troopers serving the Clan were already taking defensive positions in strategic places of the Victory-class Star Destroyer, in order to defend the ship from the hostiles. Some of both Force users and mundane, but elite members of Scholae Palatinae joined them to support them in the battle. However, the Duros was aware that the open battle was not the environment that he could perform at the peak of his abilities. He preferred assassinations and stealthy operations instead, as his skills were much more suite to such activities. Still, everyone was needed to repel enemy forces and to protect it from capturing or destruction.

Thus,  the Augur went on the hunt for leaders of the raid. He hoped that his swift and surgically precise strikes would severely hinder the progress of the attacking forces. Eliminating officers of the Meraxis Empire and the Collective would cause chaos among their subordinates, who would lack commanders needed to give out orders and maintain discipline. It would help the defenders to emerge victorius from the battles as effectiveness of the hostile forces would be significantly decreased due to Xantros' actions. Certainly, he was aware that he could not be everywhere, but tipping the balance in just few areas might be enough to secure victory for the Clan, as its troopers and Force users would be able to surround the enemy soldiers and to attack them from behind in other areas, crushing their opponents. Due to his role in the battle, he needed to remain in contact with other groups so that he could learn about crucial locations that his help was needed at.

The first attempt to carry out his plan was surprisingly successful. Xantros was sent to one of the docking bays, where a heavy firefight took place. When he arrived to the corridor next to the docking bay, he focused for a moment to make himself invisible with the Force. Few seconds later, he walked into the area of the firefight. The enemy soldiers were more numerous than the defenders and they were slowly pushing the forces of the Imperial Clan back from their defensive positions. Numerous blaster shots flew through the air. Most of them did not cause any harm as they hit durasteel walls, ceiling and floor, but once in a while, one of the soldiers managed to wound or to kill someone from the enemy group. It was clear that the troopers loyal to Clan Scholae Palatinae would lose the fight sooner or later allowing the forces of the Meraxis Empire and the Collective to move further into the interior of the ship. It was going to lead to eventual defeat of the Imperial Clan and capturing the ship as there would be fewer and fewer defenders left to resist the attackers and the Meraxian strike teams would sooner or later catch their enemies into two fires. However, they did not account for an invisible enemy to attack them from behind.

Xantros slowly moved through the combat zone, seeking protection from blaster shots of both the Meraxian troopers and the soldiers of Clan Scholae Palatinae, because no one was aware of his presence. A moment later, he found a suitable shelter behind the forces of the Meraxis Empire. He grabbed his E-11 Blaster rifle and dropped the camouflage in order to focus on shooting down his enemies. The Meraxian soldiers realized what was happening less than ten seconds later, but it was too late. Five of them were already dead and before the rest aimed at the unexpected enemy, two more fell on the ground. The Augur attached the blaster rifle back to his belt and detached his lightsaber. As he expected, two enemy soldiers walked out from behind his shelter, but they were too slow for the Force user, who used the Force to increase his speed and to behead his opponents before they were able to shot even a single shot.

Fortunately for the Duros, his intervention caused chaos in the ranks of the Meraxis strike team. Pinned down from two sides they did not know how to effectively defend themselves and stopped fighting for a moment. It allowed the defenders to strike back and to kill almost half of the remaining enemies, giving Xantros an opportunity to switch to the blaster rifle again and to shoot some more enemies down. The corridor was secured by the forces of the Imperial Clan. The Augur smiled and spoke to the leader of the troopers of Clan Scholae Palatinae, „There are fights in other areas of the ship. I will show you the way to the closest fighting zone. You will be free to do whatever you will deem necessary to fight off our enemies as I will be too busy to give you orders and I consider you to be experienced enough to do well on your own, but together we will have bigger chances to repel our enemies.”

Xantros was sent to the most crucial areas of the ship, where the defenders of the Imperial Clan were outnumbered or outgunned by the hostile forces. With assistance of the forces that had already fought the troopers of the Meraxis Empire, he managed to emerge victorious from each fight. But he could not be everywhere, so he often requested free soldiers loyal to Clan Scholae Palatinae to support their companions wherever he could not go. Fortunately, almost two hours later the Second Flotilla arrived forcing the Meraxis Empire to retreat as reinforcements for the defenders arrived in the crucial areas. As the result, the attackers were pacified and the Duros could finally rest. He smiled with satisfaction. He accomplished his task successfully, but it would not be possible without extensive assistance from mundane soldiers loyal to the Imperial Clan. He hoped that the war against the Meraxis Empire and the Colletive would not only let the heirs of Emperor Palpatine to settle in a new headquarters, but that it would tighten the bond between the Force users and the mundanes of Clan Scholae Palatinae too.
