Message in a corpse
Augur Xantros,
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37 ABY, Ulress, Caperion System
A trio members of Clan Scholae Palatinae. Two of them were regular soldiers of the Imperial Army, but with an extensive training in hacking computer systems. The third one was a high ranked Force Disciple, Augur Xantros, who was asked to assist the slicers as their bodyguard. Though he wanted himself to be in another place, furthering his own agenda, he agreed to help the soldiers in their mission. Their task was to hack into a main computer of one of leaders of countless gangs occupying Ulress. As far as the operatives of House Excidium managed to establish, the only reason that man's small gang was still operating on its own was vast amount of intel data about other criminal organizations active on Ulress gathered by the group. All of them wanted to obtain the data, but they were also afraid that other gangs might intervene, if they noticed unusual activity in man's manor. However, members of Clan Scholae Palatinae did not have such objections. It was definitely worth obtaining the data, especially, if they could frame one of other gangs. Thus, they obtained three uniforms of a rival criminal gang and sent Xantros along with two hackers to infiltrate gang's headquarters and steal the data.

The first part of the mission, getting into the manor, turned out to be suprisingly easy. Observation of the house prior to the action suggested that there were just three henchmen guarding the manor. Their patrol routes were quit well-planned to allow them regularly see each other, but there was still a window that would allow a small group to enter the building unnoticed, if they were only able to temporarily get rid of one of the guards. They could not kill or paralyze the man, as other guards would realize that something wrong was happening, so it was the moment when Xantros was necessary and he did what he was suppossed to do. In a brief moment, when the guards did not see each other, he dominated mind of the man guarding the main entrance to the manor forced him to open the door and to continue his patrolling duties. When he could not see the operatives of the Imperial Clan, they simply entered the house. They had to act quickly, in case anyone entered the manor too, but also carefully, in order to avoid making too much noise before their task would be completed.

Finally, they found a room, where the main computer was set. However, it was guarded by a large dog that started barking loudly as soon as it noticed strangers. Xantros quickly draw his lightsaber and run towards the dog, while activating his weapon in the meanwhile. With one precise strike, he cut off animal's head before it was able to bite him.

„Do your job, quickly,” spoke the Duros to his companions, hoping that no one heard barking of the dog.

While the hackers were busy with their task, the Augur methodically sliced dogs corpse into pieces, cutting its legs off too. Then, he left a note next to the animal remains that said, „You will end up the same way.” He signed with „Barhos Legionnaire”.

It took them more than twenty minutes to download all the files, but luckily for them no one disturbed them. They run out of luck just few moments later as they encountered a guard. Again, quick action of Xantros, who shot the unexpecting man into his chest, saved the team, but the light of the blaster show was visible through manor's windows and attracted the attention of the remaining guards. It made running away safely a bit more complicated, as one of the mission goals was to cause a conflict between the gangs, so at least one witness had to remain alive to report presence of Barhos gang.

„Run!” screamed the Duros, but stopped himself for a moment. He needed few seconds to focus, which was not very easy as the guards started shooting at the retreating members of Clan Scholae Palatinae. Still, he somehow managed to pull guards' blasters towards himself, leaving the henchmen confused for long enough to allow him and his two companions to run away. The mission was complete. They retrieved the data and managed to cast a shadow of suspicion on the Barhos Legion. He was only afraid of one thing. There could be some repercussions of his show. The fact that he used the Force to unarm his opponents might attract unnecesarry attetion to House Excidium. He could only hope that the leader of the gang was not smart enough to think about it.
