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Transcript from Discord, Chapter 2: When Words Fail
Battlelord Takagari “DarkHawk” KogaRyu #264 as Harvey Daley
Knight Xuner Holst as Evant Taelyan
Battlelord Etah Deimos Kilij-Bloodfyre #8075 as Varryn Antillus
Warlord Ciara Tearnan Rothwell Tarentae #359 as the narrator

Narrator:
Aboard the Severian Principate Diplomatic Ship, following the
false flag attack, the ambassadors of the Brotherhood, the
Principate and the Collective gathered to discuss the current
controversy and their response to it.
If vindication was to be achieved, it was going to take time,
and time was something they did not have. Even with the combined
efforts of all the Clans and the full attention of the
Inquisitorius, there was still a prominent cloud of doubt that
hung ominously over the meeting room.
Each of the diplomats from the Brotherhood had shared
information garnered from their respective Clans and testified
with facts and data, but Varryn Antillus seemed to have an
answer or excuse for everything.
The Chancellor of Capital Enterprises was doubling down on the
need to bring in more Collective personnel and ships to help
better defend the Lyra-3k-a system from this new threat –
regardless of what it was – and it was working. They had already
moved in to “assist” with mining operations on the Moon of
Thillon. Convenient.
In lieu of what seemed like the unequivocal truth, the damage to
their reputation had already been dealt. Even if the Brotherhood
wasn’t responsible for the false flag attacks, they were not any

closer to discovering who was really behind the attacks. Key
evidence was destroyed in the assault, and witnesses were hard
to come by, leaving what facts and data available only pieces of
a larger picture.

Varryn (in a boasting tone): I can think of nothing more
important than the safety and security of every citizen of the
Severian Principate. Something we can best assure by our
stronger military presence here.

Evant (in a resolved tone): All of us here want the same thing.
My team is doing everything they can to uncover the truth about
today's transgressions, and we will stop at nothing to get it.

Varryn (in a smug tone): Unless they already have it, and will
stop at nothing to bury it.

Evant (in an irritated tone): You’ve made your opinions clear on
the topic already. Have your intelligence teams managed to find
anything to add to the investigation?

(A chime from a datapad can be heard in the background)

Varryn (in a glib tone): Well. My team has something. I need
some time, though. May I suggest we shelve this meeting for now
and reconvene at a later date with more information? I see no
reason to rush a partnership with the Severian Principate, given
the tragedies that have occurred here today.

Harvey Daley (in a flat tone): I concur. However, none of you
are free to go. I’ve been instructed to hold all of you in the
secure cells aboard this vessel. The accommodations aren’t
perfect, but they will be sufficient for a short stay until
further notice.

Varryn (in a slightly annoyed tone): That’s entirely
unnecessary. But, we will accept your conditions and remain in
your care for the time being.

(The sound of movement and shuffling can be heard)

Harvey Daley (over a loud speaker): Oh, no. You won’t be needing
your things. You will leave all your belongings and follow these
guards to your accommodations for the time being.

(More shuffling can be heard)

Narrator:
Evant took a deep breath, trying to calm his mind as he prepared
to follow, forced into a position he was not familiar with as
essentially a prisoner. He managed to catch one last glance at
his datapad before he locked it as a diplomatic security officer
confiscated it. It was an encrypted message from his ship,
Affinity, which could interface with the Advanced Inquisitorius
Network, among other things.

The message read clearly and simply: Deputy, beware. Collective
agents have infiltrated the Severian Principate as
stormtroopers. Planning assassination of Brotherhood diplomats.

Evant (sounding exasperated): Terrific.

(More shuffling can be heard)
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