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Three words. Rishi Maze, Sidious, Cult. It was all the intelligence of Clan Scholae Palatinae was able to provide as a hint regarding the identity of the traitor of the Empire. Xantros rarely despised anyone, but he wholeheartedly despised the so called investigators and spies for lack of professionalism and efficiency, when the results of their work were so desperately needed. And now, after destruction of the headquarters of House Imperium, all reliable pieces of intel were necessary. Not the pathetic scraps of Force-knows-what that made completely no sense. The Duros wondered how he was supposed to track the traitor down and bring him to justice.

The Augur activated a holoemitter showing the Galaxy map. He looked at it one more time and sighed with resignation. It really did not make any sense. Rishi Maze was on the other side of the Galaxy. The closest significant planet to the Caperion system was the Rakata Prime in grid G-11. The Rishi Maze was located twelve parsecs to the Galactic North from Kamino that was located in grid S-15. It was a too long distance to operate from if one wanted to sabotage operations of whole Empire, even if spanning only over one star system.

„Unless...unless it was some sort of a code that might be cracked, but why to send it at all?” wonder Xantros. „Was it a simple mistake and got intercepted by an accident? Or was it sent on purpose to lure someone into a trap?”

The Duros looked at the words again and at the map of the Galaxy. There had to be some connection between the location and the words.

Rishi Maze...known also as Aurebesh Companion. Companion...a dwarf galaxy. Comparing it to something...A moon! Of course, a moon might have been called a dwarf planet, even if it was not a correct astrophysics term. A companion of a planet. Operating from a moon in the Caperion system would make much more sense than from the other side of the Galaxy.

„But which one?” thought the Augur. „There are multiple moons orbitting planets of the system.”

Rishi Maze...a maze...a labirynth...There was a moon that might suit that description was Ulress. Hollow inside, it had multiple levels, streets and corridors. It was quite easy to hide there, especially if being a member of the Imperial Clan. Still, even knowing potential location of the traitor, it was impossible to find him or her without knowing their identity.

Sidious...cult...It might mean some sort of connection to the Clan itself. Houses...Imperium was more officially supporting the Emperor, while Excidium was more secretive. More like a cult. The followers of Sidious...or the Emperor in general. Operating undercover, members of the House were skilled enough to efficiently conduct such a terrorist attack. And there was one such person that might be a potential culprit.

Former Quaestor of House Excidium, Jorm Na'trej. He disappeared just after the explosion of the Imperium headquarters. Both Houses were shut down in order to face new circumstances of reduced number of available people. Xantros did not know, if losing a position was a reason good enough to strike his own Clan, but Jorm was the primary suspect.

The Duros was not happy to provide a report with his findings to the Empress, because it was about his former direct superior. However, the best interest of the Empire was more important than loyalty to any individual. He did not know what would happen, if his findings turned out to be true and if Jorm was found. Still, if it helped the Clan, it would be the only reasonable decision to share the data with the leadership and to let them do the job.
